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Happy Summer!   
 
 

 
Parents, Families and Fr iends of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Persons 

www.eastern-pa-pflag.org        e-mail: info@eastern-pa-pflag.org 
Newsletter:  newsletter@eastern-pa-pflag.org 

 
        P.O. Box 403, Macungie, PA 18062 
        Helplines: 610-967-5219 & 570-620-1234 
        Fax:  610-967-6468 
        PA Diversity Network (PDN) - GLBT Infoline:  610-HELP-123 (610-435-7123)  24 hrs. - 7 days 
        24 hr. Hotline for GLBT Youth:  800-850-8078 
        Gay & Lesbian National Hotline:  888-THE-GLNH 
 

 WHERE ARE WE  &  WHAT ARE WE DOING? 
ALLENTOWN MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7:00PM at Allentown 
First Presbyterian Church, Cedar Crest Blvd. and Tilghman Street, in Room 115 (side on Cedar Crest 
Blvd. across from McDonalds).  Those interested, join us for pre-meeting dinner at Wegman's at 
6:00PM.  For more info call the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail info@eastern-pa-pflag.org. 
 
MONROE COUNTY MEETINGS are held the third Wednesday of each month from 7:00 – 9:00PM 
at the Eastern Monroe Public Library, 1002 North 9th Street, Stroudsburg.  For more info call 570-620-
1234 or e-mail Monroe@eastern-pa-pflag.org. 
 
READING MEETINGS are held the third Tuesday of each month starting at 6:30PM at First Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Berks County, 416 Franklin Street, Reading.  For more info call the church at 
610-372-0928 or the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail Reading@eastern-pa-pflag.org.  For directions 
to the church, call or visit their website at www.uuberks.org/directions.htm. 
No Reading Meetings until September!  
 
HAVEN MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 7:00 – 9:00PM at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 424 Center Street, Bethlehem.  Meetings are open to GLBT youth ages 14 – 20, their Allies & 
those Questioning.  For more info call 610-868-2153 or visit www.uuclvpa.org/haven.html or  
e-mail havenyouthgroup@hotmail.com or join http://groups.yahoo.com/group/havenyouthgroup/  
 
READING-BERKS GAY/STRAIGHT STUDENT ALLIANCE MEETINGS are held the second 
Monday of each month from 4:30 – 6:00PM at Atonement Lutheran Church Parish Center, Penn Avenue 
& Wyomissing Blvd., Wyomissing (accessible by bus – BARTA route 14W).  Meetings are open to any 
interested students and educators and there is no cost to attend.  For additional information, questions or 
comments, e-mail RBGSSA@hotmail.com. 
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NEW!  TEEN SAFE HAVEN MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 5:30 – 7:30PM at Planned 
Parenthood, 48 South 4th Street, 2nd Floor, Reading (use the Franklin Street entrance).  Meetings will 
offer positive role models, peer support, education and recreation for LGBTQA youth and their allies 
ages 14-18.  For more information, call Amber Hartman Brown at 610-376-0137 or e-mail 
amber.hartman@ppfa.org. 
 
OTHER PFLAG CHAPTER MEETINGS: 
CHESTER COUNTY MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7PM in the lower level 
of the Unitarian Fellowship Church, 501 S. High Street, West Chester (across from Burger King).  For more info 
call 484-354-2448 or e-mail Lynda895@aol.com.    
 
NOTE!  The BUCKS COUNTY Chapter:  
The Bucks Co. PFLAG is currently not meeting, but Planned Parenthood's Rainbow Room is interested in helping 
to re-start the group.  If folks are interested, please contact rainbowroom@ppfa.org or 215-785-4594, ext 17 and 
talk with Marlene. 
 
PHILADELPHIA MEETINGS are usually held on the 3rd Sunday of each month from 2 - 5PM at the Lutheran 
Church at 2111 Sansom Street. 
 
POTTSVILLE MEETINGS are held the third Thursday of each month starting at 6:30PM at the Terrence 
Reiley Community Building, 216 N. 12th Street, Pottsville.  For more info call the Helpline number 570-624-
3151 or e-mail pflagpottsville@hotmail.com. 
 

2006 CALENDAR ALERT 
July   August  

 No Meetings in July  1 Allentown Meeting 

    No Reading or  Monroe Meetings 
in August 

 
� �      WHAT’S GOING ON     � �  

 
KEITH HARING:  JOURNEY OF THE RADIANT BABY – EXHIBIT THRU AUGUST 6, 2006 
Keith Haring Exhibit at the Reading Public Museum, 500 Museum Road, Reading, PA  610-371-5850 
 
MELISSA ETHERIDGE AT MUSIKFEST – PDN EVENT – AUGUST 9, 2006  
 
MOUTAIN MEADOW CAMP – AUGUST 13 - 26, 2006 
Join Mountain Meadow August 13-26 for two weeks of sleep away camp with other youth from LGBTQ families!  
There are still openings for campers of all genders ages 9-16.  Applications for returning and new campers can be 
obtained from www.mountainmeadow.org or by contacting Randi at randi@mountainmeadow.org or 215-772-
1107.  ALSO – VOLUNTEER CAMP STAFF IS NEEDED WITH MEDICAL, LIFEGUARD, KITCHEN & 
ART EXPERIENCE.  Applications for other positions are also being accepted.  Dates are August 9-27 for staff.  
All volunteers receive a $500 stipend for their time and travel.  Job descriptions and applications are available at 
www.mountainmeadow.org. 
 
GAY COMMUNITY NIGHT AT THE PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES – AUGUST 18, 2006 
The 4th annual Gay Community Night at the Phillies will be held on August 18 at Citizens Bank Park in 
Philadelphia.  Phillies vs. Washington Nationals – game time 7:05PM.  Tickets are $20 – special group seating in 
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the Pavilion Deck.  Order tickets by calling Kacey in the Phillies ticket office at 215-463-5000 ext. 5465, or visit 
www.phillygaydays.com for ticket order forms. 
Gay Community Night is presented by Gay and Lesbian Lawyers of Philadelphia (GALLOP) and the Philadelphia 
chapter of National Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association (NLGJA).  Join fellow GLBT individuals and allies 
and friends for a night at the ballpark!  
 
BETH STROUD TO SPEAK AT ATN SERVICE – NOVEMBER 5, 2006 
Beth Stroud, Methodist minister in Germantown, Philadelphia who came out to her congregation and 
denomination and then was defrocked, will be speaking at the All Together Now ecumenical service Sunday, 
November 5th at 3PM at Wesley United Methodist Church in Bethlehem.  Visit Beth’s website at 
www.bethstroud.info/ 
All Together Now is an ecumenical faith-based coalition in the Lehigh Valley working for unity in the body of 
Christ.  The group includes laity and clergy from nine denominations including Episcopal, Lutheran, Mennonite, 
Metropolitan Community Church, Moravian, Religious Society of Friends, United Church of Christ, United 
Methodist and Unitarian Universalist, and membership includes gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and straight 
people. 

���� ������������� � � � � �� � 	� � � � � �� � 	� � � � � �� � 	� � � � � �� � 	 ���������������� ����
Thanks to Melinda and Don Kohn for hosting the annual picnic at their home on July 9th.  A wonderful 
time was had by all.  Please plan to join your parents, family, and friends at our picnic next year… 
 

� �      LOCAL NEWS     � �  
PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE REJECTS ANTI-FAMILY CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
From Liz Bradbury, Valley Gay Press 
To pass it, the PA House of Representatives either had to vote to concur with the new language or the 
House had to vote to change the language... but they didn't vote at all.  The PA State House of 
Representatives adjourned for the summer on Sunday without voting on the anti-family, anti-GLBT 
State Constitutional Amendment.  This is a huge victory and relief for our families, because not voting 
on the Amendment makes it impossible for it to come up again in time for a 2006 passage.  So that kills 
it for this year.  This is because to pass in 2006, by law, it has to do so 3 months before the November 
election.  Now that the legislature has adjourned for the summer, the House and Senate will not come 
back into session until September which will be too late for a vote.  
Now that this amendment has failed this year, the law requires that even if it is passed through the 
legislature next year in 2007, it cannot be passed again through the legislature until 2009 and then voted 
on by state voters in 2009 at the earliest.  That is past the next Presidential Election, and so it becomes 
useless as a conservative presidential campaign tool in an effort to make PA a red state. 
While we all recognize that the point of this Amendment, for far right conservatives, was to keep same-
sex families from having recognition, another significant reason for this Amendment by the Republican 
factions that introduced it, was to encourage conservative voters to go to the polls to vote for it (and  
their conservative candidates) in 2008 – during the next Presidential election.  That can't happen now.  
There is a remote possibility that the legislature could be called back into session later in July, but that 
seems to have never happened before, so chances of that are slim. 
 

�  �         ITEMS OF INTEREST        �  �  
PFLAG MAKES HISTORY AT NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE, 
Sounds Alarm on Billions-Plus Buying Power of Families &  Fr iends of Gays and Lesbians 
Washington – Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) will make history on June 
30 as the first organization for families and allies of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (GLBT) 
people to ring The Closing Bell(SM) at the New York Stock Exchange. 
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PFLAG’s trip to Wall Street – to “ ring the closing bell on homophobia”  – will be an opportunity for the 
group to discuss the exponentially growing reach of the buying power of GLBT Americans when 
coupled with the purchasing force of their families and friends.  “The purchasing power of the GLBT 
community is estimated today to be a massive $641 billion, with projections reaching $1 trillion by 
2012.  Add in the buying power of the millions of family members and friends who show fierce 
allegiance to fair-minded corporations, and you get a message that no company can afford to ignore:  
equality is good for business,”  said Jody M. Huckaby, executive director of the more than 200,000-
member organization.  “This economic clout and product loyalty is only going to grow.  We are here to 
give the business world this wake-up call and to help companies compete.”  
PFLAG leaders will be visiting the New York Stock Exchange to drive this point home to corporations 
around the globe.  They come with new research to back their arguments that reveals that more than 
three-fourths of Americans personally know someone who is GLBT and those consumers are more 
likely than others to support companies that market to the gay and lesbian community. 
“Equality in corporate America is more than just a trend.  It is a reality that companies both large and 
small need to support in order to remain competitive.  This is about much more than just GLBT people 
themselves.  This is about the families, friends, coworkers, and other supporters who will be loyal to 
companies who invest in fairness for their GLBT loved ones – and that translates into employee loyalty, 
consumer base expansion and big economic gains today and in the years to come,”  Huckaby added. 
The organization pointed to the expanding number of companies – including nearly half of Fortune 500 
corporations – that embrace GLBT-friendly practices including domestic partner benefits, 
nondiscrimination policies, and financial support for organizations working to promote equality. 
“There are thousands of parents just like me who will shop and spend with companies who support 
equality for my lesbian daughter,”  said Samuel Thoron, president of PFLAG who will be ringing The 
Closing Bell.  “This is our opportunity to make sure that these corporations know that we’ re here, that 
we’ re paying attention, and that we influence their bottom line.”  
Corporations supporting PFLAG’s appearance at the New York Stock Exchange on June 30 include 
American Airlines, Chubb, the Citigroup Foundation, Dow, IBM, Logo, the National Gay and Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce, Pfizer, and Wyndham Hotels & Resorts. 
 
N.Y. HIGH COURT RULES AGAINST GAY MARRIAGE 
By Ann Rostow, PlanetOut Network, July 6, 2006 
A 4-2 majority of New York's highest court ruled Thursday that the state is justified in restricting 
marriage to opposite-sex couples.  The 17-page ruling by Judge Robert Smith was noteworthy for its 
circular reasoning and lack of rigorous analysis.  Matt Foreman of the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force called the majority decision "tortured and intellectually strained." 
"It is insulting to gay and lesbian people and our families," Foreman said.  "It is an egregious departure 
from the New York Court of Appeal's long and proud tradition of advancing liberty and dismantling 
discrimination." 
Advocates from the ACLU, Lambda Legal and other advocacy groups marshaled forces for the court 
fight.  Forty-four couples acted as plaintiffs, including the brother of comedian Rosie O'Donnell and his 
longtime partner.  Outraged gay leaders announced plans for protests around the state Thursday evening. 
Smith applied the lowest standard of judicial review to justify the discrimination in New York's 
domestic relations law, finding that the state had a legitimate interest in favoring heterosexual couples 
for two main reasons: 
First, since only heterosexual couples can have children by accident or impulse, the state could 
reasonably seek to encourage such couples to procreate in the context of a stable institution like 
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marriage.  Second, the state could reasonably prefer that children be raised in a household with a male 
and a female parent. 
"Intuition and experience," wrote Smith, "suggest that a child benefits from having before his or her 
eyes, every day, living models of what both a man and a woman are like." 
The standard of review also requires that the law or policy under review be "rationally related" to the 
state's legitimate interest.  Arguably, since gay couples have children, since the denial of marriage rights 
to gay couples in no way increases the number of children raised in opposite-sex households, and since 
many heterosexual couples are childless, the connection between the two rationales and the bar to same-
sex marriage is unclear.  In one of the weakest areas of the decision, Smith breezed over the logical 
impasse with minimal explanation. 
Writing in dissent, Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye chided the majority for dodging the essential question in 
the case.  The issue is not whether the state has a legitimate interest in stable heterosexual families, she 
wrote.  The issue is whether the state has a legitimate reason for blocking gay families from the 
institution of marriage. 
Kaye wrote that future generations will look upon the decision "as an unfortunate misstep."  She argued 
that marriage is a fundamental right, obliging the court to hold the state to the toughest, not the easiest, 
legal test. 
"It is uniquely the function of the Judicial Branch to safeguard individual liberties guaranteed by the 
New York State Constitution, and to order redress for their violation," she wrote.  "The court's duty to 
protect constitutional rights is an imperative of the separation of powers, not its enemy." 
In fact, no one disputes that marriage is considered a fundamental right under the due process clause of 
the Constitution.  But to escape the legal implications of that piece of settled law, many courts have 
defined the right at stake not as the fundamental "right to marry," but as the non-fundamental "right to 
marry a same-sex partner."  Smith and his majority did just that, again with sketchy reasoning. 
Kaye also argued that homosexuals meet the definition of a suspect class, a group "whose defining 
characteristic is so seldom relevant to the achievement of any legitimate state interest, that laws 
grounded in such considerations are deemed to reflect prejudice and antipathy."  As such, she wrote, the 
question of marriage equality also deserved heightened scrutiny by the court under the equal protection 
clause. 
By contrast, Smith seemed to imply that laws "governing marriage and family" can almost automatically 
discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation without such legal consequences. 
"It's a sad day for New York families," said plaintiff Kathy Burke of Schenectady, who is raising an 11-
year-old son with her partner, Tonja Alvis.  "My family deserves the same protections as my next-door 
neighbors."  Plaintiff Regina Cicchetti said she was "devastated" by the ruling.  But the Port Jervis 
resident said she and her partner of 36 years, Susan Zimmer, would fight on, probably by lobbying the 
Legislature for a change in the law.  "We haven't given up," she said. "We're in this for the long haul.  If 
we can't get it done for us, we'll get it done for the people behind us." 
Judge Albert Rosenblatt, whose daughter has advocated for same-sex couples in California, did not take 
part in Thursday's decision. 
 
EPISCOPALIANS REJECT BAN ON GAY BISHOPS 
By Rachel Zoll, Associated Press, June 20, 2006 
COLUMBUS, Ohio – Episcopal clergy and lay delegates Tuesday rejected a demand from fellow 
Anglicans that they temporarily stop electing gay bishops, leaving little chance the proposal could be 
revived at a national church meeting. 
Anglican leaders, angered by the 2003 consecration of an openly gay Episcopal bishop, had asked the 
Episcopalians pass a moratorium – at least for now – on gay men and lesbians leading dioceses. 



Eastern PA PFLAG  July 2006 
 

Page 6 of 8 

But in a complex balloting system, a majority of the Episcopal House of Deputies voted against a 
measure that would have urged dioceses to refrain from electing gay men and lesbians to lead them.  
Conservatives said the measure stopped short of a moratorium, but supporters argued it would have at 
least signaled that the American church understood the concerns of Anglican leaders. 
Northern Indiana Bishop Edward Little, who was on the committee that drafted the measure, said prior 
to the vote that if deputies did not approve the legislation "that would be the end" of debate on a 
moratorium.  … 
Mainline Protestant groups, including the Methodists and the largest U.S. Lutheran branch, have been 
struggling for decades over the traditional Christian prohibition on gay sex as lesbians and gay men push 
for full inclusion in their churches.  The issue has frequently dominated debate at national Protestant 
assemblies. 
The Episcopal General Convention ends Wednesday, and the House of Bishops could still try to 
resurrect the ban on gay bishops.  But such a measure would need the approval of the very same 
deputies who have now rejected it.  Anglicans sought the changes after the consecration three years ago 
of Bishop V. Gene Robinson of New Hampshire, who lives with his longtime partner.  The Episcopal 
Church is the U.S. arm of the 77 million-member Anglican Communion, the fellowship of churches with 
roots that trace back to the Church of England.  While conservatives are a minority within the American 
denomination, the majority of overseas Anglican leaders oppose actively gay clergy.  They have 
pressured Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, the communion's spiritual leader, to take some 
action against Episcopalians if they fail to adhere to that view. 
Many Anglican churches have already broken ties with the U.S. church over Robinson's elevation.  And 
if overseas leaders dislike the outcome of this week's meeting, it greatly increases the chances that the 
association of 38 national churches will break apart.  Williams has repeatedly expressed concern that the 
feud over homosexuality would lead to a permanent rift.  "We cannot survive as a communion of 
churches without some common convictions about what it is to live and to make decisions as the Body 
of Christ," he wrote in a message to the General Convention when it began last week. 
 
PRESBYTERIANS OK LEEWAY FOR ORDAINING GAYS 
By Richard N. Ostling, Associated Press, June 20, 2006 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – A Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) national assembly voted Tuesday to create 
some leeway for gay clergy and lay officers to serve local congregations, despite a denominational ban 
on partnered gay ministers.  A measure approved 298-221 by a Presbyterian national assembly keeps in 
place a church law that says clergy and lay elders and deacons must limit sexual relations to man-
woman marriage.  But the new legislation says local congregations and regional presbyteries can 
exercise some flexibility when choosing clergy and lay officers of local congregations if sexual 
orientation or other issues arise.  
The decision concluded a hard-fought struggle lasting years between liberals and conservatives in the 
2.3-million-member denomination.  Ten conservative caucuses allied to fight any change, and 
conservatives lost two last-ditch efforts to kill or delay the measure.  
The Presbyterian establishment, including all seminary presidents and many officials, promoted the 
flexibility plan, which was devised by a special task force.  The idea is to grant modest change to 
liberals but mollify conservatives by keeping the sexual law on the books.  It's unclear whether that will 
work.  
The Rev. Clifton Kirkpatrick, chief executive at headquarters in Louisville, Ky., told delegates after the 
votes, "We have been painfully aware that in some ways our greatest challenge was not preparing for 
this assembly but preparing for what happens after this assembly."  The Rev. Blair Monie of Dallas, who 
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chaired the committee dealing with the issue, said that "this is not an 'anything goes' proposal.  In fact, it 
will make the examination of officers more rigorous."  
But a series of conservative delegates disputed that.  "When the constitution is set aside and something 
mandatory is reduced to something optional, it destroys the constitution," said Robert Gagnon, a New 
Testament professor at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and author of a book opposing gay 
relationships.  Gagnon said the denomination had reached "a transition point" that broke from Jesus' 
teaching in favor of man-woman monogamy. 
But Jesus was cited from the other side.  Oregon youth delegate Jamie Moon said she found the 
assembly debate disheartening.  She said she became Presbyterian because "Jesus Christ was love.  Jesus 
Christ was acceptance.  He said come to me and be my disciple.  He wants us to love everybody.  Raise 
your hand if you're not a sinner," she told the assembly.  
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 �      �  �  
DING, DONG THE MARRIAGE AMENDMENTS ARE DEAD! 
Both the federal and Pennsylvania marriage amendments are dead for now.  The federal amendment 
failed to pass the senate.  The Pennsylvania amendment was passed in both the senate and the house, but 
since the bills were different, the house had to reconsider the differences.  They have gone home for the 
summer. 
What does all of this mean?  There are still people who do not like GLBT people and do not want them 
to get any recognition.  More important, they cannot use the amendments as an issue to bring out 
conservative voters for the 2006 or the 2008 elections.   
It is my opinion that the marriage amendments can come up again, but with each year, there are less 
people who support such amendments and more people who support same sex marriage. 
My congratulation goes out to all of those who called, wrote, e-mailed or visited your federal senator, 
your state senator, and your state representative.  We should all give hugs and kisses to all of those 
people who engrossed themselves in the political process to guide us and work for and with us to 
prevent this nightmare from becoming reality.   
Thanks! 
~ Don 
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Ozzie Guillen, manager of Major League Baseball’s Chicago White Sox, was recently fined and ordered 
to attend sensitivity training by baseball commissioner Bud Selig.  These were the consequences for 
Ozzie’s use of a slur during a verbal tirade against Chicago Sun-Times columnist Jay Mariotti, who had 
been critical of Guillen's handling of Sean Tracey.  Guillen became angry with Tracey in the dugout 
when the rookie pitcher did not retaliate against the other team (i.e., throw at them) when a White Sox 
player was twice hit by pitches.  Tracey was noticeably upset after this happened and he was later 
demoted to the minor leagues.  
In a statement announcing Guillen’s punishment, commissioner Selig said, "Ozzie Guillen used 
language that is offensive and completely unacceptable.  Baseball is a social institution with 
responsibility to set appropriate tone and example.  Conduct or language that reflects otherwise will not 
be tolerated.  The use of slurs embarrasses the individual, the club and the game."   
I say, “Well said, Mr. Selig.”  
So what did Ozzie say? 
As reported in the article, “White Sox manager throws gay slur”  by Jen Christensen (PlanetOut 
Network, June 21, 2006), while Mariotti wasn't present and when asked about Marriotti’s column by 
another reporter, Guillen responded, "What a piece of shit he is; [f---ing] fag." 
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Ozzie Guillen spewed “ fag”  (okay – f’ ing fag). 
Guillen apologized, as did the White Sox front office on his behalf, although Ozzie followed up with 
several additional commentaries, including claims he would not attend the sensitivity training (he later 
changed his mind).  A Venezuelan who recently became a US citizen after 20+ years here, Ozzie 
explained that the incident was a cultural misunderstanding and that he didn't have any problems with 
the gay community.  See:  he has gay friends, went to see Madonna in concert, goes to WNBA games, 
and plans to go to events at the Gay Games in Chicago this summer.  He said that "fag" does not refer to 
someone's sexuality in Venezuela; it refers to someone's courage.  He said Mariotti was "not man 
enough to meet me and talk" before he published his criticisms of Guillen in his sports column. 
The leaders of the Gay Games report that they are happy to hear that Guillen plans to attend, but said 
they don't like his use of homophobic terms.  "We're obviously very disappointed that one of our city's 
most recognizable sports figures would resort to anti-gay derogatory terms," said Kevin Boyer, a vice 
chairman of Gay Games Chicago. "Many children grow up in a society where calling someone a 'fag' is 
the most insulting term possible.  For most people – especially kids who watch White Sox baseball – the 
term means ‘homosexual,’  even though Ozzie Guillen says he doesn't think that way."  
 
Some people think, what is the BIG DEAL about saying fag?!  Well, sure, there are certainly worse 
things to be called.  And yes, yes, shouldn’ t we all just stop with all the POLITICALLY CORRECT 
crap and grow thicker skins???  HUH?   
Who remembers ex-Major Leaguer John Rocker?  I had not seen Rocker’s commentary, but I can glean 
it from this tidbit from Newsday’s Ken Davidoff (“Pro-censorship” , July 2, 2006): 

John Rocker is right.  We live in a free country.  Now I call for all of us Americans to exercise 
our freedoms and completely ignore the former Duck [pro baseball team on Long Island]. 
If you missed it, Rocker gladly spoke to a few media members who asked him about his 
sensitivity training, in light of Ozzie Guillen’s similar assignment.  Rocker denied attending the 
entire class, said he never paid his fine and defended Guillen’s right to utter a slur in reference 
to a Chicago columnist. 
What Rocker could never possibly understand, given that he’s record-breakingly stupid and 
bigoted, is that, just as Guillen has the right to use that word, people have a right to be offended 
by it and speak out against it. 
So, please, let’s stop calling this moron and soliciting his thoughts.  Allow him to wither away in 
anonymity. 

I say, “Well said, Mr. Davidoff.”  
 
In a Yahoo! Sports column (“Guillen doesn’ t get it”  – June 22, 2006), sports writer Jeff Passan wrote of 
his visit to Crew, a gay sports bar in Chicago, where Passan went to get feedback regarding the Guillen 
situation.  The bar manager had this to say: 
“ In a situation like that, where you're a public figure, you're allowing what you say to be interpreted so 
many ways.  Everybody's got a different opinion or view.  One person might think he was bashing gays, 
and the next person might not think anything of it, and the next person might think in between.”   
 
I happen to agree with that statement; however, I also recognize the sad truth in this comment from a bar 
patron: 
“ If I'm leaving this bar at 12:30AM and walking home, and I hear someone yell the word ‘ fag,’  you'd 
better believe that would put the fear of God into me.”  
And that, I believe, gives the perspective needed on why there are people who think it DOES matter that 
Ozzie Guillen ran off at the mouth (again). 
~ Kim      (P.S.  GO METS!) 


