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and surrounding Counties
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H appy En d of Summer! Parents, Families and Friends of Leshians and Gays

Par ents, Families and Friends of L esbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Persons
www.eastern-pa-pflag.org e-mail: info@eastern-pa-pflag.org
Newsletter: newsletter @eastern-pa-pflag.org

P.O. Box 403, Macungie, PA 18062

Helplines: 610-967-5219 & 570-620-1234

Fax: 610-967-6468

PA Diversity Network (PDN) - GLBT Infoline: 610-HELP-123 (610-435-7123) 24 hrs. - 7 days
24 hr. Hotline for GLBT Y outh: 800-850-8078

Gay & Leshian National Hotline: 888-THE-GLNH

WHERE ARE WE & WHAT ARE WE DOING?
ALLENTOWN MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7:00PM at Allentown
First Presbyterian Church, Cedar Crest Blvd. and Tilghman Street, in Room 115 (side on Cedar Crest
Blvd. across from McDonads). Those interested, join usfor pre-meeting dinner at Wegman's at
6:00PM. For moreinfo call the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail info@eastern-pa-pflag.org.

MONROE COUNTY MEETINGS are held the third Wednesday of each month from 7:00 — 9:00PM
at the Eastern Monroe Public Library, 1002 North 9" Street, Stroudsburg. For more info call 570-620-
1234 or e-mail Monroe@eastern-pa-pflag.org.

READING MEETINGS are held the third Tuesday of each month starting at 6:30PM at First Unitarian
Universalist Church of Berks County, 416 Franklin Street, Reading. For moreinfo call the church at
610-372-0928 or the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail Reading@eastern-pa-pflag.org. For directions
to the church, call or visit their website at www.uuberks.org/directions.htm.

No Reading Meetings until September!

HAVEN MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 7:00 — 9:00PM at the Unitarian Universalist
Church, 424 Center Street, Bethlehem. Meetings are open to GLBT youth ages 14 — 20, their Allies &
those Questioning. For moreinfo call 610-868-2153 or visit www.uuclvpa.org/haven.html or

e-mail havenyouthgroup@hotmail.com or join http://groups.yahoo.com/group/havenyouthgroup/

READING-BERKS GAY/STRAIGHT STUDENT ALLIANCE MEETINGS are held the second
Monday of each month from 4:30 — 6:00PM at Atonement Lutheran Church Parish Center, Penn Avenue
& Wyomissing Blvd., Wyomissing (accessible by bus— BARTA route 14W). Meetings are open to any
interested students and educators and there is no cost to attend. For additional information, questions or
comments, e-mail RBGSSA @hotmail.com.
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NEW! TEEN SAFE HAVEN MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 5:30 — 7:30PM at Planned
Parenthood, 48 South 4th Street, 2" Floor, Reading (use the Franklin Street entrance). Meetings will
offer positive role models, peer support, education and recreation for LGBTQA youth and their allies
ages 14-18. For more information, call Amber Hartman Brown at 610-376-0137 or e-mail
amber.hartman@ppfa.org.

OTHER PFLAG CHAPTER MEETINGS:

CHESTER COUNTY MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7PM in the lower level
of the Unitarian Fellowship Church, 501 S. High Street, West Chester (across from Burger King). For moreinfo
call 484-354-2448 or e-mail Lynda895@aol.com.

NOTE! TheBUCKSCOUNTY Chapter:

The Bucks Co. PFLAG is currently not meeting, but Planned Parenthood's Rainbow Room is interested in helping
to re-start the group. If folks are interested, please contact rainbowroom@ppfa.org or 215-785-4594, ext 17 and
talk with Marlene.

PHILADELPHIA MEETINGS are usuadly held on the 3rd Sunday of each month from 2 - 5PM at the Lutheran
Church at 2111 Sansom Street.

POTTSVILLE MEETINGS are held the third Thursday of each month starting at 6:30PM at the Terrence
Reiley Community Building, 216 N. 12th Street, Pottsville. For more info call the Helpline number 570-624-
3151 or e-mail pflagpottsville@hotmail.com.

2006 CALENDAR ALERT
August September
1 Allentown Meeting 5 Allentown Meeting

19 Reading Meeting
20 Monroe Meeting

WHAT'S GOING ON

GAY COMMUNITY NIGHT AT THE PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES—AUGUST 18, 2006

The 4™ annual Gay Community Night at the Phillies will be held on August 18 at Citizens Bank Park in
Philadelphia. Phillies vs. Washington Nationals — game time 7:05PM. Tickets are $20 — special group seating in
the Pavilion Deck. Order tickets by calling Kacey in the Philliesticket office at 215-463-5000 ext. 5465, or visit
www.phillygaydays.com for ticket order forms.

Gay Community Night is presented by Gay and Lesbian Lawyers of Philadel phia (GALLOP) and the Philadel phia
chapter of National Leshian and Gay Journalists Association (NLGJA). Join fellow GLBT individuals and alies
and friends for a night at the ballpark!

READING PFLAG —WILLIAM BENDER TO SPEAK —SEPTEMBER 19, 2006

Reading PFLAG is pleased to have William F. Bender, ACSW, LSW, speak at our meeting on Tuesday,
September 19™. Bill isthe Behavioral Health Director for St. Joseph Medical Center, Reading, PA. Hewill be
presenting to our group on the topic of Mental Health Issues of concern and importance to the LGBTQ
community. Bill has years of experience in the mental healthcare field and is actively supportive of the LGBTQ
community.

We encourage everyone to attend this program asit will provide valuable information on an important topic to al
concerned and will be an opportunity for you to ask questions on specific and personal matters from a qualified
professional.
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BETH STROUD TO SPEAK AT ATN SERVICE - NOVEMBER 5, 2006

Beth Stroud, Methodist minister in Germantown, Philadel phiawho came out to her congregation and
denomination and then was defrocked, will be speaking at the All Together Now ecumenical service Sunday,
November 5" at 3PM at Wesley United Methodist Church in Bethlehem. Visit Beth’'s website at
www.bethstroud.info/

All Together Now is an ecumenical faith-based coalition in the Lehigh Valley working for unity in the body of
Chrigt. The group includes laity and clergy from nine denominations including Episcopal, Lutheran, Mennonite,
Metropolitan Community Church, Moravian, Religious Society of Friends, United Church of Christ, United
Methodist and Unitarian Universalist, and membership includes gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and straight
people.

Our PFLAG chapter holds elections every other year. It is time again to elect officers and members of
the Board of Directors. If you wish to run or would like to nominate someone, please let an officer
know. Holding an office and/or being a member of the Board of Directors requires that a) you be a paid
member, b) you attend some meetings, and c) you are “out” enough to allow your name to be used in
our newsletter. We will hold nominations open until the November Newsletter is published.

Elections will be held at the next regular meeting at each location after the November Newsletter is
published.

ITEMS OF INTEREST
SANTORUM TAKESBACK WORKPLACE-DIVERSITY SUPPORT
The Advocate, August 9, 2006
Less than aweek after becoming the 170th member of Congress to affirm that his office does not
discriminate in its employment practices based on "sexual orientation or gender identity and
expression,” U.S. Sen. Rick Santorum, R-Pa., on Wednesday rescinded his signature on the diversity
Statement.
"Every person deserves the opportunity to pursue their career and succeed, regardless of whether they
are gay, transgender, or fit expectations for masculinity or femininity," said Riki Wilchins, executive
director of the Gender Public Advocacy Coalition. "We were surprised but pleased when Sen. Santorum
affirmed that his office does not discriminate based on sexual orientation or gender identity or
expression. We are disappointed by the senator's new decision and hope he will reconsider in the
future."
The diversity statement isajoint project initiated in 2003 by GenderPAC and the Human Rights
Campaign that has received bipartisan support on Capitol Hill from members of the House and Senate.
Santorum'’s signature came after a meeting during the week of July 24 between the senator and
GenderPAC volunteers. After the meeting, Santorum posed for a picture with them. A copy of the
senator's statement was faxed to GenderPAC on Aug. 1, and the signature was confirmed the next
morning by Santorum's openly gay communications director, Robert Traynham. On Wednesday,
Santorum faxed GenderPAC a new statement that read in part, "To be clear, my office has not adopted
the proposed 'diversity statement’ nor the agenda of your organization. . . . My name should no longer be
reported as having adopted the 'diversity statement.™
"I am very frustrated with my senator's flip-flopped message to his constituents," said GenderPAC
volunteer Adrian Shanker. "Pennsylvanians deserve representatives that have a strong record in
supporting equality for al. This latest move doesn't come close.”
So far, 24 U.S. senators and 145 representatives — 19 Republicans and 148 Democrats — have endorsed
the diversity statement.
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LANCE BASSOF ‘N SYNC REVEALSHE'SGAY

Associated Press, July 26, 2006

NEW YORK (AP) — Lance Bass, band member of ‘N Sync, says he's gay and in a"very stable"
relationship with areality show star. Bass, who formed ‘N Sync with Justin Timberlake, JC Chasez,
Joey Fatone and Chris Kirkpatrick, tells People magazine that he didn't earlier disclose his sexuality
because he didn't want to affect the group's popularity.

"I knew that | was in this popular band and | had four other guys' careersin my hand, and | knew that if |
ever acted on it or even said (that | was gay), it would overpower everything,” he tells the magazine.

‘N Sync is known for a string of hitsincluding "Bye Bye Bye" and "It's GonnaBe Me." The band went
on hiatusin 2002. Bass has aso found headlines for undertaking astronaut training and failing to raise
money for atrip into space.

Bass says he wondered if his coming out could prompt "the end of 'N Sync." He explains, "So | had that
weight on me of like, 'Wow, if | ever let anyone know, it'sbad." So | just never did." The singer says
he'sin a"very stable" relationship with 32-year-old actor Reichen Lehmkuhl, winner of season four of
CBS "Amazing Race."

Bass and Fatone, 29, are developing a sitcom pilot inspired by the screwball comedy "The Odd Couple,”
in which his character will be gay.

"Thething is, I'm not ashamed — that's the one thing | went to say,” Bass says. "I don't think it's wrong,
I'm not devastated going through this. 1'm more liberated and happy than I've been my wholelife. I'm

just happy.”

GAYS, “EX-GAYS’ SQUARE OFF AT PSYCHOLOGY MEETING

The Advocate, August 11, 2006

The pro-gay organization Truth Wins Out held a news conference Friday outside the American
Psychological Association's annual convention in New Orleans to counter a coalition of anti-gay
protesters seeking to have homosexuality relabeled a mental disorder. Although the APA removed
homosexuality fromitslist of mental disordersin 1974, proponents of the "ex-gay" notion claim that
gay people can somehow be "cured” — and they want the psychological establishment to recognize that.
"Thisisthe subversion of science and areligious racket designed to con Americansinto believing that
homosexuality isamental illness,” Wayne Besen, executive director of Truth Wins Out, whose mission
isto debunk the ex-gay myth, said in awritten statement. "This coalition istrying to kill the APA
messenger because they don't like their science-based message. These 'ex-gay' groups keep no statistics,
they produce no peer reviewed studies, most of their top leaders have reverted back to homosexuality,
and they conveniently disregard scientific evidence that does not conform to their political agenda,”
Besen said.

Although the APA's official position isthat there is no psychological difference between gay and
straight people, many "ex-gay" followers use thoroughly unscientific techniques to change from gay to
straight, such as holding exorcisms or drinking Gatorade to supposedly make men more masculine.

"If the quack scienceis examined, it is clear that conversion therapy is a cruel hoax that is destroying
lives and shattering families,” said Besen. "The goal of thisright wing coalition isto fool votersinto
thinking homosexuality is mutable, because polls show that when Americans believe people are born
gay, they are more likely to vote in favor of equality,” he said.

After the anti-gay protest led by the National Association of Research and Therapy of Homosexuality,
the APA released the following statement:

"For over three decades the consensus of the mental health community has been that homosexuality is
not an illness and therefore not in need of a cure.
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"The APA's concern about the positions espoused by NARTH and so-called conversation therapy is that
they are not supported by the science. There is simply no sufficiently scientifically sound evidence that
sexual orientation can be changed.

"Our further concern isthat the positions espoused by NARTH and Focus on the Family create an
environment in which prejudice and discrimination can flourish.”

WHEN DID YOU CHOOSE TO BE STRAIGHT?
There is an ad campaign (not sure how new) in Colorado called "Born Different.” The websiteis great
and theintro flash is awesome. Visit www.borndifferent.org and make sure you have your speakers on!
And — especially watch the video under the link for “what people think”.
What scientists say...
"... sexual orientation is not a choice and cannot be altered...”
- American Psychological Association (click here to read more)
"... genes play an important role in determining whether aman is gay or heterosexual.”
- Dr. Brian Mustanski University of Illinois, 2003 (click here to read more)
"... genetic factors may provide an important influence on sexual orientation.”
- 2000 American Journal of Psychiatry (click here to read more)

Myths...
myth #1: homosexuality is a disorder that can be cured.
fact: The American Medical Association, American Psychological Association and the
American Psychiatric Association agree that homosexuality is not a disorder.
myth #2: change is possible. there are hundreds of former gay and lesbian individuals today who have
been changed into heterosexuals.
fact: The American Psychological Association (APA), American Medical Association and
American Psychiatric Association have found that "conversion” therapy is not only scientifically
unfounded, but can be dangerous.
myth #3: men become gay because they have poor relationships with their fathers.
fact: Recent studies have found that there is no link between parental relationships and sexual
orientation.

GAY TRIO CONFRONT MILITARY RECRUITERS

By 365Gay.com Newscenter Staff, August 2, 2006

(Philadel phia, Pennsylvania) Three young people were turned away when they tried to enlist at an
Army recruiting station in Philadel phia and announced they are gay. Jarrett Lucas, 20, Shane Bagwell,
18, and Marissa Cotroneo, 19, say they were told by arecruiter that they were being rejected because
they are "morally and administratively ineligible." The three are part of the Right to Serve Campaign —
anational protest of "Don't Ask, Don't Tell", organized by the nondenominational Soulforce.

"They were very courteous, but they said that if we weretruly interested in enlisting we'd have to
conceal our sexual identities," Lucas told reporters outside the recruiting station. The young people said
that they spent about an hour meeting with recruiters even taking a practice qualifying test before being
asked to leave.

The Right to Serve Campaign kicked off in Minneapolisin May when a gay man and alesbian
attempted to join the Minnesota National Guard at a Roseville National Guard recruitment center. They
were allowed to fill in their applications and after the forms were examined the pair was told the
applications would be placed on hold until trespassing charges are dealt with. The charges stem from a
Soulforce Equality Ride demonstration at West Point in April. They were among 21 riders who were
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arrested at the military academy. "Soulforce Equality Riders’ protested at schools across the country
that bar LGBT students.

For the past two years the military has been unable to meet its recruiting goals. Since 1993, the
Department of Defense has discharged more than 11,000 service members under “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell”. According to the Government Accountability Office (GAO), more than 800 of those service
members were trained in skills deemed ‘ mission-critical’ by the Pentagon.

In June the military was forced to apologize when it was revealed that a Pentagon document listing
various "disorders" included the reference to homosexuality decades after mental health experts
abandoned that position.

A bi-partisan coalition in Congress now supports legislation to repeal the“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law.
The Military Readiness Enhancement Act (H.R. 1059), introduced in March 2005 by Congressman
Marty Meehan (D-MA) now has about 120 supporters, including five Republican lawvmakers. Meehan's
legidlation would repeal the military’s ban and allow lesbian, gay and bisexual personnel to serve openly
in the armed forces.

WORLD AIDS CONFERENCE GETSUNDER WAY

By The Canadian Press, August 14, 2006

(Toronto, Ontario) All the money in the world will not be able to defeat HIV/AIDS unless great strides are made
in preventing new infections — and that can only be achieved by giving women and other high-risk groups the
ability to protect themselves, Bill and Melinda Gates said on the opening day of the International AIDS
Conference.

At a news conference Sunday prior to the opening ceremonies, Bill Gates said that despite growing access to
antiretroviral drugsin countries hard-hit by HIV/AIDS, between four and five million people worldwide will
become infected in the next year.

“1 want to emphasi ze we're going to have to do a much better job of prevention to stop the spread of HIV,” said
Gates, whose foundation just donated $500 million US to the Global Fund on AIDS. “WEell never be able to deal
with the numbers of people that would have to go on treatment if we don't make a dramatic breakthrough in
prevention.” The Microsoft founder said he would call on the world to accelerate research into microbicides and
oral drugs that would prevent acquisition of HIV. “We hope and expect that this could be the next breakthrough.”
Such measures are particularly important because they would benefit women who now have to rely on men to
agree to abstinence or condom use. “And that simply isn't getting the job done,” Gates said. “ A woman should
never need her partner's permission to save her own life. So there's progress on these but the pace has been too
slow.”

Hiswife, Melinda, stressed the need to use and make more widely available the tools known to stop the spread of
thevirus. “Today fewer than onein five people who are at high risk for HIV have access to things like condoms,
clean needles, education and testing,” she said. “That's something that simply needs to change. One of the things
that we fundamentally believe about HIV the more that we've been involved in thisis you have to put the power
in the hands of women. That is going to be the way to change this epidemic.”

Bill Gates and others called on all governments to join the battle against HIV/AIDS around the world.
“Obviously the AIDS epidemic is going to require all actors, particularly governments, to dig deep and make this
a high budgetary priority,” he said. “The amount of money that's required for universal treatment or the things
around prevention far exceed the amount that any individual government, certainly any foundation, can possibly
provide.”

Health Minister Tony Clement agreed that it will take the collective efforts of people like the Gateses,
international advocacy organizations and governments to wrestle the pandemic to the ground — and the AIDS
conference offers a fresh starting point for that endeavor. “I can't imagine ancther venue, another event around
the world that brings together a more dynamic, a more diverse, a more committed group of people,” Clement said.
“We need al of these people —all of their energy, all of their collective wisdom and all of their passion perhaps
most of al. | know that I'll never be able to fully comprehend the absol ute devastation that flows from the human
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loss associated with this pandemic. But | want you to know how committed | am and how the government of
Canadais committed to continuing this fight until it iswon.”

Conference co-chair Dr. Mark Wainberg, aleading AIDS researcher at McGill University in Montrea, said “there
isno doubt in any of our minds that HIV isthe planet's public enemy number 1. This conference plays such a
vital role in combatting the spread of HIV."

One goal of the conferenceis to make sure drugs are available to those who need them around the world,
regardless of ability to pay, hesaid. “We all agree. Accessto HIV drugsisaright and not a privilege.”

But Frika Chia Iskandar, an HIV -positive woman from Jakarta, told the news conference that access to treatment
isnot just about pills—if people don't live closeto medical care, access to treatment al so means being able to
afford to get to where the drugs are being dispensed. Aswell, “stigma and discrimination are still happening,”
she said, noting that a dentist refused to treat her last year. “It's still there. Nothing much has changed.”

The conference has brought an estimated 24,000 delegates and 3,000 journalists from around the world to Toronto
for the biggest gathering in the now-biennial meeting's 21-year history. Prime Minister Stephen Harper has said
he will not attend the six-day conference because of other commitments, adecision that has rankled and baffled
organizers, researchers and AIDS activists — not just in Canada but elsewhere in the world. Instead, Canadais
represented by Clement and Minister of International Co-operation Josee Verner. Former U.S. president Bill
Clinton, the crown prince and princess of Norway, UN AIDS for Africaenvoy Stephen Lewis, and actors Sandra
Oh and Olympia Dukakis are scheduled to attend. Conference workshops and plenary sessions officially begin
Monday, and will deal with awide range of issues - from scientific research to caring for those with HIV/AIDS to
preventing the spread of the virus, which has killed 25 million people in the last 25 years and infected about 40
million worldwide.

Recomended Readi ng
From PFLAG Nati onal

When | Knew by Robert Trachtenberg

When | Knew isacollection of smart, hilarious, and often poignant stories about that revelation for all gay men
and women: when they first knew. In this gorgeoudly illustrated, cleverly designed, and colorful book, acclaimed
fashion and celebrity photographer Robert Trachtenberg brings humor and style to the EUREK A! moments of
more than eighty contributors, including B. D. Wong, Arthur Laurents, Simon Doonan, Stephen Fry, Marc
Shaiman, Michagl Musto, and more. Also mixed in are tales about when parents knew and when everyone else
knew, as well as laugh-out-loud coming-out stories.

Readers will fal in love with these anecdotes, from the seven-year-old who looked under the television set to
sneak a peek under Tarzan's loincloth, to the inquisitive grandmother who asked her grandson, "Y ou don't like a
girl to get married? Y ou prefer aboy?", to the courageous field trip participant who passed up the universal
favorite burger-and-fry combo in favor of the fruit plate with cottage cheese.

Filled with original art by New Yorker illustrator Tom Bachtell, historical images, and personal photographs from
the contributors, When | Knew isavibrant and witty celebration of that sometimes glorious, sometimes painful,
but always captivating moment when everything suddenly makes sense.

Don't forget — you can support PFLAG by purchasing online from Amazon.com! Anytime you do,
PFLAG will receive a minimum 5% rebate from your purchase. Your shopping choices are not limited
to those items we recommend. You can shop for anything on Amazon.com while supporting PFLAG at
the same time — just link to Amazon.com from the link provided below. This will ensure that
PFLAG receives credit for your purchase. Enjoy your online shopping experience and thanks for your
support!

https://www.pflag.org/Reader s Corner.readers.0.html
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We have anew addition to our PFLAG family. | am pleased to announce the “birth” of Raquel H.
Hebron. Maybe some of you remember our Treasurer Robert H. Hebron. Well about the time you read
this, Bob will become Raquel and will remain Raquel full time. We are gaining a“sister” and loosing a
“brother”. So far transitioning has had its problems, but mostly Raquel is meeting with little resistance
and awhole lot of supportive, understanding people. | hope you will al join me in welcoming Raquel in
her new life.

~Don

Keith Haring...

| finally got to the Keith Haring “ Journey of the
Radiant Baby” exhibit at the Reading Public
Museum the weekend before it closed. Well donel!
It was interesting to see the original paintings and
drawings up close. | especialy enjoyed the
display of the large (severa street lengths long)
mural done in Chicago and the video presentation
that documented its creation by Keith and high
school students. It was cool to be able to pick out
sections of the actual mural that were shown being
painted in the video.

Visit www.keithharing.com for more information
about Keith and his art.

Silence = Death, 1989

Melissa...

Melissa Etheridge rocked Musikfest again thisyear! Although | found her 2003 Musikfest concert more
enjoyable musically, she is always an entertaining performer and one that makes you feel like you know
her personally. Except sheis up there jamming on the stage, and you're not... Melissa remembered
having closed Musikfest last time and thus having the fireworks go off at the end of her concert (which
was awesome!); she noted how atrain went by during her performance; she asked about the Lehigh
River and then included it in one of her songs; she said she couldn’t see any of us but the lady selling the
glow lights, so she bought out the light lady’ s stock and then tossed the glow necklaces to the crowd so
she could see us; she asked usto forgive her if she coughed when she ate a bug, which she saysis
inevitable during an outdoor concert; she cautioned us over and over about the difference between bad
love and good love; she spoke of breast cancer and surviving; she reminded us to be strong and speak
true. And most of all, she was energetic, upbeat and very expressive — especially with the faces she
makes!! | loveit!

Thanks...
Thanks to Don & Melindafor hosting our annual PFLAG picnic again this year!
~Kim (P.S. GOMETS!)
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