EASTERN PA CHAPTER

Serving Berks, Lehigh, Monroe, Northampton
and surrounding Counties

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2006 PFLAG

National Comin g Out Day — QOctober 11 Parents, Families and Friends of Leshians and Gays

Par ents, Families and Friends of L esbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Persons
www.eastern-pa-pflag.org e-mail: info@eastern-pa-pflag.org
Newsletter: newsletter @eastern-pa-pflag.org

P.O. Box 403, Macungie, PA 18062

Helplines: 610-967-5219 & 570-620-1234

Fax: 610-967-6468

PA Diversity Network (PDN) - GLBT Infoline: 610-HELP-123 (610-435-7123) 24 hrs. - 7 days
24 hr. Hotline for GLBT Y outh: 800-850-8078

Gay & Leshian National Hotline: 888-THE-GLNH

WHERE ARE WE & WHAT ARE WE DOING?
ALLENTOWN MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7:00PM at Allentown
First Presbyterian Church, 3231 W. Tilghman Street, Allentown, in Room 115 (side on Cedar Crest
Blvd. across from McDonads). Those interested, join usfor pre-meeting dinner at Wegman's at
6:00PM. For moreinfo call the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail info@eastern-pa-pflag.org.

MONROE COUNTY MEETINGS are held the third Wednesday of each month from 7:00 — 9:00PM
at the Eastern Monroe Public Library, 1002 North 9" Street, Stroudsburg. For more info call 570-620-
1234 or e-mail Monroe@eastern-pa-pflag.org.

NOTE change to e-mail addresss. READING MEETINGS are held the third Tuesday of each month
starting at 6:30PM at First Unitarian Universalist Church of Berks County, 416 Franklin Street, Reading.
For moreinfo call the church at 610-372-0928 or the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail

ber ks@easter n-pa-pflag.org. For directionsto the church, call or visit their website at
www.uuberks.org/directions.htm.

Agenda for 10/17 meeting: Origins of wordsin the Gay community — see page 2

HAVEN MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 7:00 — 9:00PM at the Unitarian Universalist
Church, 424 Center Street, Bethlehem. Meetings are open to GLBT youth ages 14 — 20, their Allies &
those Questioning. For moreinfo call 610-868-2153 or visit www.uuclvpa.org/haven.html or

e-mail havenyouthgroup@hotmail.com or join http://groups.yahoo.com/group/havenyouthgroup/

READING-BERKS GAY/STRAIGHT STUDENT ALLIANCE MEETINGS are held the second
Monday of each month from 4:30 — 6:00PM at Atonement Lutheran Church Parish Center, Penn Avenue
& Wyomissing Blvd., Wyomissing (accessible by bus— BARTA route 14W). Meetings are open to any
interested students and educators and there is no cost to attend. For additional information, questions or
comments, e-mail RBGSSA @hotmail.com.
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NOTE NEW NAME! SPECTRUM MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 5:30 — 7:30PM at
Planned Parenthood, 48 South 4th Street, 2™ Floor, Reading (use the Franklin Street entrance).
Meetings will offer positive role models, peer support, education and recreation for LGBTQA youth and
their allies ages 14-18. For more information, call Amber Hartman Brown at 610-376-0137 or e-mail
amber.brown@ppfa.org (note updated e-mail).

OTHER PFLAG CHAPTER MEETINGS:

CHESTER COUNTY MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7PM in the lower level
of the Unitarian Fellowship Church, 501 S. High Street, West Chester (across from Burger King). For moreinfo
call 484-354-2448 or e-mail Lynda895@aol.com.

NOTE! TheBUCKSCOUNTY Chapter:

The Bucks Co. PFLAG is currently not meeting, but Planned Parenthood's Rainbow Room is interested in helping
to re-start the group. If folks are interested, please contact rainbowroom@ppfa.org or 215-785-4594, ext 17 and
talk with Marlene.

PHILADELPHIA MEETINGS are usuadly held on the 3rd Sunday of each month from 2 - 5PM at the Lutheran
Church at 2111 Sansom Street.

POTTSVILLE MEETINGS are held the third Thursday of each month starting at 6:30PM at the Terrence
Reiley Community Building, 216 N. 12th Street, Pottsville. For more info call the Helpline number 570-624-
3151 or e-mail pflagpottsville@hotmail.com.

2006 CALENDAR ALERT
October November
3 Allentown Meeting 7 Allentown Meeting
17 Reading Meeting 15 Monroe Meeting
18 Monroe Meeting 21 Reading Meeting

22 Reading UUC service

WHAT'S GOING ON

READING PFLAG —GAY COMMUNITY WORD ORIGINS-OCTOBER 17, 2006

PA Diversity Network Executive Director and Valley Gay Press Publisher Liz Bradbury will be
speaking on the origin and actual meanings of the words (and some symbols) that have been used to
describe, insult and label the gay community since 600 AD. Sure we know that the word lesbian comes
from the Isle of Lesbos where the mother of poetry Sappho lived ... but where does the word dyke come
from? When did the word gay begin to mean "gay" and not just gay? And why does the intolerant
religious right always call us "homosexuals'? What does fag really mean... and why is the British word
buggar creeping into American vocabulary? Join us and find out! See page 1 for meeting details.

PFLAG TO HOST READING UUC SERVICE - OCTOBER 22, 2006

The Reading group will host their annual service and luncheon at the UU Church on Sunday morning
October 22nd as away of thanking the church for providing us with afree and safe meeting space.
PFLAG members will provide aluncheon after the service.

The theme this year is"Got questions?” (like the "Got milk?" ad campaign). A panel will address
guestions submitted by the congregation prior to the service as well asrespond to Q & A on the spot
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during the service. Thisis part of the UUC's process for becoming a"Welcoming" Congregation. The
Welcoming Congregation Program is a completely volunteer program for Unitarian Universalist
congregations that see a need to become more inclusive towards bisexual, gay, lesbian, and/or
transgender people.

The service starts at 10:30AM at First Unitarian Universalist Church of Berks County, 416 Franklin
Street, Reading. If you can provide afood item for the luncheon or are interested in participating in the
serviceitself, please contact Kim through the Helpline at 610-967-5219 or by e-mall

newsl etter @eastern-pa-pflag.org.

BINGO!!! BINGO!!! BINGO!!! —OCTOBER 22, 2006

Presented by PA Diversity Network and the Valley Gay Press. Sunday, October 22, 5PM — 9PM at the
Barrister's Club, 1114 W. Walnut Street, Allentown. Hundreds of dollarsin cash prizes!!! Other
fabulous prizesaswell!!! Theticket priceto play al night, isjust $20 (if paid in advance) or $25 at the
door. Thisisanon-smoking event. Soft drinks, sandwiches and other snacks available for sae.

This event will benefit PA Diversity Network, the Valley Gay Press, Rainbow Families, the Greater
Lehigh Valley GLBT Infoline, The PDN Resource Web Site and other programs of PA Diversity
Network. For further information or to volunteer to help with this event, please contact PDN Executive
Director Liz Bradbury: e-mail info@padiversity.org or call 610-432-5449.

NOTE!! CANCELED - BETH STROUD ATN SERVICE —NOVEMBER 5, 2006

SHAKESPEARE’'SR & J-NOVEMBER 3 - 12, 2006

Directed by J.C. Lee

A Hot-Blooded Revamping of a Classic...

From the kids who brought you last year's stunning and highly acclaimed production of The Laramie
Project comesthis year's LGBTQ theatrical event of the season. In their first magjor production in the
Lehigh Valley, the Omicron Theatre Project has teamed up with the Theatre Outlet for their 20"
Anniversary Season to present Joe Calarco’ s adaptation of the classic Shakespeare play Romeo & Juliet:
Shakespeare' s R&J, a cutting edge version of the world’s most famous love story as performed by 4
Catholic School Boys. A sexy, punk-rock infused re-imagining of the most famous hetero-love-tale ever
told.

Shakespeare® R&J — November 3rd -12"  Showtimes: 8PM Thursday - Saturday; 3PM Sunday.

The Theatre Outlet, 930 N, 4th Street, Allentown, PA, 610-820-9440 www.theatreoutlet.org

The production stars OTP Members Adrian Anchondo, Aaron Novak and Len Neil as well as newcomer
James Cusati-Moyer. Visit the Official Website or Check out MySpace Style to learn more about the
cast and crew and to see all the latest photos!

Ticketswill sall quickly and seating is limited, so be sure to reserve your seat today by calling 610-820-
9440. Group discounts are available! So call for detailsnow! Ticket prices: adults $18, students &
seniors $15.

J.C. Leeisan award-winning playwright, director and actor. He is Artistic Director of the Omicron
Theatre Project, of which heisafounding member, and is on the theatre faculty at the Lehigh Valley
School for the Performing Arts in Bethlehem, PA.

Eastern PA PFLAG isextra proud since heisthe son of Anita & Dan Lee swho facilitate our
Monroe County Group!

Page3of 8



Eastern PA PFLAG September - October 2006

CALL FOR ARTISTSAND CRAFTSPEOPLE —PA DIVERSITY HOLIDAY ART & CRAFT
SHOW - NOVEMBER 17 - 19, 2006

The Second Annual PA Diversity Holiday Fine Art and Craft Show will be held the weekend of
November 17, 18, 19 at the PA Diversity Gallery Space, 427 1/2 N. 9th Street, Allentown. If you area
craftsperson or artist with a good sales history and reasonably priced work, and you would like a booth
space at this show, please contact Liz Bradbury at PDN at 610-432-5449 or info@padiversity.org. There
is no booth fee, but a 20% commission from salesisrequired. Crafters and Artists need only be present
in their booths on the evening of Friday Nov. 17, during the show opening. Smaller quantities of work
will be accepted for acommunal booth; call for information to find out if your work is suitable for this
show. Booth spaceis extremely limited. A large community customer base shops this show.

Our PFLAG chapter holds elections every other year. It is time again to elect officers and members of
the Board of Directors. If you wish to run or would like to hominate someone, please let an officer
know. Holding an office and/or being a member of the Board of Directors requires that a) you be a paid
member, b) you attend some meetings, and c) you are “out” enough to allow your name to be used in
our newsletter. We will hold nominations open until the November Newsletter is published.

Elections will be held at the next regular meeting at each location after the November Newsletter is
published.

ITEMSOF INTEREST

“TALK ABOUT IT” I
18th ANNUAL NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY

OCTOBER 11, 2006 HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
COMING OUT PROJECT

The theme for National Coming Out Day, Oct. 11th, 2006, is"Talk About It." Thethemeisto
encourage gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender Americans, as well as straight allies, to talk openly and
honestly about their lives and the issues that GLBT Americans face under law. When you ‘ Tak About
It" with the people in your life, you begin to change minds one at atime, and that’s the most lasting kind
of change.

On Oct. 11, thousands of gay, leshian, bisexua and transgender people and allies celebrate National
Coming Out Day by holding workshops, speak-outs, rallies and other kinds of events all aimed at
showing the public that GLBT people are everywhere.

Do you have questions about the coming out journey? The Human Rights Campaign has a set of
resources to help you along the way:

Resource Guide to Coming Out — newly updated

Resource Guide to Coming Out for African Americans

Spanish-language Guia de Recursos Para Salir Del Closet

Guideto Living Openly in Y our Place of Worship

Visit thiswebsite for more information and resources:

http://www.hr c.org/Template.cfm?Section=Coming Out
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In celebration of National Coming Out Day on October 11, the Human Rights Campaign has created the
first online public art project encouraging Americansto Talk About It. Visit www.hrc.org/snapshot.
The Snapshot Photo Project celebrates gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and straight Americans who
support living openly and talk about the things that make us all different — and just as importantly,

NEW U.S. PENSION LAW ADDS GAY PROTECTIONS

The Advocate, August 18, 2006

The new federal pension law signed Thursday by President Bush includes two provisions that extend
important financial protections to same-sex couples.

Thefirst provision, caled "non-spousal rollover," allows individua's retirement plan benefits, such asa
401(k), to be transferred to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) for a nonspouse beneficiary — like a
domestic partner, sibling, or any other designated person. In the past, same-sex partners were forced to
withdraw the amount as alump sum and faced immediate tax penalties, diminishing savings intended for
retirement.

The second provision, known as "hardship distribution,” alows individuals who list their same-sex
partner or other nonspouse beneficiary under a401(k) plan the ability to tap into their retirement funds
in the case of certain medical or financial emergencies of the beneficiary. In the past, federal law
permitted such withdrawals only for employees' legally recognized spouses or dependents.
"Thisisanincredibly exciting victory that will be helpful to millions of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender families,” said Joe Solmonese, president of the Human Rights Campaign. Solmonese said
his group had fought hard to have the two provisions included in the final version of the measure.
"Basically what this meansis that these two provisions ensure that the U.S. tax code, in times of
emergencies, is fairer to more Americans, including our community, and puts us on a more equal footing
with other couples,”" he said.

WEST CHESTER ORDINANCE PASSED - Anti-discrimination law OK@

By Brian Fanelli, Staff Writer, 09/21/2006

http: //www.zwire.convsite/news.cfm?newsid=17227435& BRD=1671& PAG=461&dept_id=1778\2& rfi
=6

WEST CHESTER, PA — Borough Council members voted 6 to 0 on Wednesday night in favor of an
anti-discrimination ordinance geared toward sexual orientation. The ordinance will prohibit
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, and it will apply to the workplace,
housing and public accommodation. Five people, appointed by council, will serve on a Human
Relations Commission that will resolve and mediate the disputes. Councilwoman Holly Brown was not
present to cast a seventh vote. "We need to realize that people are people. | support thislegislation,"
said Councilman Stephen Bond. Councilman Scott Smith expressed similar sentiments. "l certainly
support this ordinance," he said. "Certainly in West Chester we want to promote diversity... | think it
brings more people to West Chester."

Dozens of gay-rights supporters packed the room in anticipation of the vote and applauded council after
the vote. No one spoke against it during the public hearing. “I work in the borough. It will directly
affect me as an openly gay man," said John Speer of East Goshen. “People flock to areasthat are
developing. If you stifle liberties, people will not come," he added. Jeff Carver, who appeared at the
meeting with his self-described husband and son, was pleased with council's decision. "I think it's great
that West Chester has joined other municipalities across the country that have put the ordinance into
effect,” he said after the vote. As people move out of the city, they look at places to network, socialize
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and feel safe," he added.

Though no one showed up to voice concerns, the anti-discrimination ordinance did raise concerns by the
American Family Association of Pennsylvania, which is based in the Pittsburgh area. Diane Gramley,
president of the group, said on Wednesday that the group opposes the legislation. She believesit could
allow peopleto cross-dress at work, force Christian landlords to rent to the gay community, despite their
beliefs, and disallow Boy Scout groups to use borough-owned property to meet. “What council
members will be doing if they pass this ordinance is validating a dangerous lifestyle,” Gramley said.
"Those who believe that homosexual acts are sinful because of their deeply held religious beliefs will be
forced to lay their beliefs aside or face prosecution,” she also said. Gramley said she has contacted
about 1,000 people living in the West Chester area and urged them to contact Borough Council

President H. Paul Fitzpatrick about the issue. By Wednesday afternoon, Fitzpatrick said he only
received one phone call from aresident living outside of the borough who had concerns about the
ordinance. "I don't understand what the big deal is. I'm not in agreement with their argument,” he said.
"They are extrapolating it way beyond what the point of the ordinanceis,” he said. "People aretrying to
make a mountain out of amole hill." He also said that for the most part, people do not discriminate
against gay peoplein West Chester. "They are arespected group,” he said.

The ordinance was introduced by borough resident Gerry Dowdall. Katie Eyer, an attorney for the
Center for Lesbian and Gay Civil Rightsin Philadel phia, said previously that the ordinance would be the
fourth passed this year in the state of Pennsylvania.

TENNISCENTER RENAMED IN HONOR OF BILLIE JEAN KING
http://glaad.org/eye/stories.php

The world's largest public tennis park and host of the US Open is getting a new name in honor of
legendary tennis player and human rights advocate Billie Jean King. In a ceremony on August 28th, the
opening night of the 2006 US Open, the National Tennis Center in Flushing Meadows-Corona Park was
officialy renamed the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center. It isthought to be the most
prominent sports facility in the United States.

The dedication isto honor King's legacy as one of tennis' greatest athletes and trailblazers. Through her
work as aforceful advocate for women's and gay rights, she has broken countless boundaries. She
founded the Women's Tennis Association in 1973 and the Women's Sports Foundation in 1974. Her
pioneering efforts broke boundaries in sports that reverberated throughout society.

In a shocked and grateful response to the news, King commented, "Thisis a show of faith and respect
and with it a sense of responsibility."

It is estimated that the tennis association is bypassing at least $4 million to $5 million annually by
naming its center for King rather then a major corporation.

The 46.5-acre center has 45 courts, hosts 380 different programs and serves 65,000 players annually.

BRAD & ANGELINA TAKE STAND FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY
http://glaad.org/eye/stories.php

There will be no wedding bells for Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie until gays are granted the right to marry,
Pitt revealsin Esguire magazine's October issue, on newsstands Sept. 19. "Angie and | will consider
tying the knot when everyone el se in the country who wants to be married is legally able,” the 42-year-
old actor said.

"Brad's comments will absolutely help open people's eyes to the fact that committed gay and lesbian
couples are still denied the right to marry,” says GLAAD President Neil G. Giuliano, "and that there are
really ugly efforts underway across this country to keep us from having any legal protections
whatsoever."
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RAINBOW FLAG TO RISE FOR FIRST TIME OVER TAIWAN

By 365Gay.com Newscenter Staff, September 2, 2006

(Taipei) For the very first time the Rainbow Flag will be raised in an official ceremony in Taiwan, an
indication that the island off mainland Chinais growing more tolerant of gays.

Theflag will go upin front of Taipel City Hall on September 17, marking the start of "Queer Friendly
Taipe" and, in another first, the city's Department of Civil Affairsisamajor sponsor of the event.
LGBT groups have been holding the celebration for the past seven years, and each year until now the
city has rebuffed efforts to hoist the flag at city hall. Thisyear LGBT |leaders were expecting another
letdown, but the city surprised them by agreeing to the flag raising and funding. When the festival
turned up in the civil affairs budget some city councilors and conservative groups were outraged.

Y eh Jie-sheng, the department's Deputy Chief said the city was sponsoring the event to stress its respect
for minority groups and cultural diversity. "Conservative and religious groups have been criticizing the
event, and we welcome different opinions. We will invite these groups this year to discuss issues of gay
rights together," he said during a press conference thisweek at Taipel City Hall.

The festival will include human rights forums and cultural events.

"The recognition of the rights of gays and lesbians by all people requires making along-term effort step
by step ... Thisfestival will establish abridge and allow the public to better understand the gay
community,” said Wang Ping of the Gender/Sexuality Rights Association, one of the organizers of the
festival. Wang said there is still much to be done in attaining full rights for gays pointing to the issue of
recognizing same-sex relationships. To bring that point home to the government, the gay pride parade
that will wrap up the festival will feature a collective mock gay wedding ceremony.

Gay leaders say that if the government won't permit same-sex marriage it could at least create a civil
registry such as those in a number of American states and in most European countries.

In 2004, a study commissioned by the Taiwan Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Association found that
36 percent of Taiwan's gays have been harassed or discriminated against because of their sexuality. The
survey showed that the mgjority of harassment cases occurred on university campuses, but amost as
many cases were perpetrated by family members. A quarter of the cases occurred in the workplace.

In July, a22 year old Taiwanese university student announced he had disowned his parents and is suing
apsychiatric hospital after being put through what he calls aforced bid to turn him heterosexual .

Recomended Readi ng
From PFLAG Nati onal

Straight into Gay America—A 1,000 Mile Unicycle Jour ney
Straight Into Gay America by Lars Clausen started as ajourney and turned into a book.
Lars Clausen is an ordained pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, and holds the
Guinness World Record for the longest unicycle tour (9,136 miles). His goa has been clear through all
the stages:

Collect, compile, and share the stories of everyday LGBT lifein America

Do this from the perspective of a straight ally pastor.

Add his voice to the movement for LGBT equal rights.
Lars Clausen peddled 5 weeks to experience everyday stories of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
(LGBT) people. Everyone from homeless people in New Hampton, Massachusetts, to executive
directorsin Washington D.C. gave him their views on equal rights.
Visit the website www.stra ghtintogayamerica.com for more info about Lars and hisjourney and for a
link to order the book.
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" #$5$%

The local, state and national elections are coming up in November. PFLAG of course cannot endorse a
candidate or apolitical party. We can, however, tell you that there have been and are issues out there
that affect the GLBT community. The state and federal anti-same sex amendments are just two of these
issues. Before you vote, take the timeto find out the candidate’ s position on these important GLBT
issues. Then go to the polls and vote. The GLBT and allied voting block is a big one and can make the
differencein an election. If you vote you might just make life better for the GLBT community. 1f you
do not vote, then you must accept the will of those who do vote. Maybe you can even takea GLBT
supporter to the polls.

~Don

Back in July, | was finishing up 3 months of traveling for aproject at work. After about a year of
working together defining procedures and solutions, our team of 4 spent about a week implementing at 5
different locations. Our trip to Everett, Massachusetts was our last as a full team, and it was perhaps
where we bonded most. When working this closely — and especially when travel isinvolved —it is
inevitable that you get to know your team members on a more personal basis. | can get married in
Massachusetts, but our team sure didn’t find any love there; it was nothing but conflict and disagreement
with the people we were there to help. By no means can | say that our team never disagreed or got
annoyed with each other’ sidiosyncrasies, but | can tell you we sure did our share of laughing. Dinner
was usually the outlet for our letting off steam.

One evening we went to an Italian place recommended by the hotel’ s front desk. The food was great,
but being a small place, they had limited selections. Our waiter interacted well with our bunch and
indicated that an additional side order would be “2 kisses’” from him. With no intent other than humor, |
remarked, “Even | would take 2 kisses from him.” (Hewascute. )

The next night we went to Legal Seafoods in Boston and had quite a hilarious time. Dave and | were
left at the table while the others stepped outside. Dave said, “| take it your comment last night was a bit
of acoming out, and | want you to know how much | appreciate that.” Me, | wasimmediately crying.
He went on to share some stories about some friends, while | continued to wipe my eyes. It wasan
unexpected moment.

National Coming Out Day is October 11™. Aswitnessed by the above, coming out is agive and take
kind of thing. If thetimeisright and you are ready to come out, do it. If not, know that there are
moments of serendipity that happen all by themselves.

~Kim (P.S. GOMETS!)
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