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Parents, Families and Fr iends of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Persons 

www.eastern-pa-pflag.org        e-mail: info@eastern-pa-pflag.org 
Newsletter:  newsletter@eastern-pa-pflag.org 

 
        P.O. Box 403, Macungie, PA 18062 
        Helplines: 610-967-5219 & 570-620-1234 
        Fax:  610-967-6468 
        PA Diversity Network (PDN) - GLBT Infoline:  610-HELP-123 (610-435-7123)  24 hrs. - 7 days 
        24 hr. Hotline for GLBT Youth:  800-850-8078 
        Gay & Lesbian National Hotline:  888-THE-GLNH 
 

 WHERE ARE WE  &  WHAT ARE WE DOING? 
ALLENTOWN MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7:00PM at Allentown 
First Presbyterian Church, 3231 W. Tilghman Street, Allentown, in Room 115 (side on Cedar Crest 
Blvd. across from McDonalds).  Those interested, join us for pre-meeting dinner at Wegman's at 
6:00PM.  For more info call the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail info@eastern-pa-pflag.org. 
 
NOTE!  Change to meeting schedule:  MONROE COUNTY MEETINGS for  2007 will be held 
January 17, March 21, June 20, September 19, and December 19th from 7:00 – 9:00PM at the Eastern 
Monroe Public Library, 1002 North 9th Street, Stroudsburg.  For more info call 570-620-1234 or e-mail 
Monroe@eastern-pa-pflag.org. 
 
READING MEETINGS are held the third Tuesday of each month starting at 6:30PM at First Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Berks County, 416 Franklin Street, Reading.  For more info call the church at 
610-372-0928 or the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail berks@eastern-pa-pflag.org.  For directions to 
the church, call or visit their website at www.uuberks.org/directions.htm. 
Agenda for 3/20 meeting:  Movie night – join us for a video and discussion. 
 
HAVEN MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 7:00 – 9:00PM at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 424 Center Street, Bethlehem.  Meetings are open to GLBT youth ages 14 – 20, their Allies & 
those Questioning.  For more info call 610-868-2153 or visit www.uuclvpa.org/haven.html or  
e-mail havenyouthgroup@hotmail.com or join http://groups.yahoo.com/group/havenyouthgroup/  
 
SPECTRUM MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 5:30 – 7:30PM at Planned Parenthood, 48 
South 4th Street, 2nd Floor, Reading (use the Franklin Street entrance).  Meetings offer positive role 
models, peer support, education and recreation for LGBTQA youth and their allies ages 14-18.  For 
more information, call Amber Hartman Brown at 610-376-0137 or e-mail amber.brown@ppfa.org. 
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OTHER PFLAG CHAPTER MEETINGS: 
CHESTER COUNTY MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7PM in the lower level 
of the Unitarian Fellowship Church, 501 S. High Street, West Chester (across from Burger King).  For more info 
call 484-354-2448 or e-mail Lynda895@aol.com.    
 
NOTE!  UPDATED INFO!  The BUCKS COUNTY Chapter :  
The Bucks Co. PFLAG is currently not meeting, but Planned Parenthood's Rainbow Room is interested in helping 
to re-start the group.  If folks are interested, please e-mail rainbowroom@ppbucks.org or call 215-957-7981 ext. 
105 and talk with Christine or Marlene. 
 
PHILADELPHIA MEETINGS are usually held on the 3rd Sunday of each month from 2 - 4PM at the Church 
of the Holy Communion, 2111 Sansom Street, Philadelphia.  For more info call the Helpline number 215-572-
1833 or visit www.pflagphila.org. 
 
POTTSVILLE MEETINGS are held the third Thursday of each month starting at 6:30PM at the Terrence 
Reiley Community Building, 216 N. 12th Street, Pottsville.  For more info call the Helpline number 570-624-
3151 or e-mail pflagpottsville@hotmail.com. 
 

2007 CALENDAR ALERT 
March   Apr il  

6 Allentown Meeting  3 Allentown Meeting 

20 Reading Meeting  17 Reading Meeting 

21 Monroe Meeting    

 
�

� �      WHAT’S GOING ON     � �  
14th ANNUAL ORIGINAL GLBT EXPO – MARCH 24 - 25, 2007 
The Original GLBT Expo takes place at the Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, on 38th Street at 11th 
Avenue, New York City.  Saturday, March 24 11AM - 7PM; Sunday, March 25 12PM – 6PM.  For the 
past 14 years, the EXPO has helped to present the finest products & services available to the GLBT 
consumer.  Visit the Original GLBT Expo website http://www.originalglbtexpo.com.  For directions call 
212-216-2000.   
 
TRANS-HEALTH CONFERENCE – APRIL 5 - 7, 2007 
The Sixth Annual Trans-Health Conference is sponsored by the Mazzoni Center, Philadelphia's LGBT 
health center.  The event will be held at the PA Convention Center, 1201 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA.  
This year's theme is:  educate, empower, embrace.  It represents our commitment to educating 
professionals and our communities about health needs, to empowering transpeople who are consumer of 
health services, and to embracing our identities and realities.  
This conference focuses on the specific issues, needs, and experiences of trans and gender-variant 
people with regard to the health of our bodies, lives, and communities.  Everyone concerned about these 
issues is welcome to attend, including but not limited to:  members of the trans and gender variant 
communities, partners, allies, family members, healthcare and social service providers.  Visit 
http://www.trans-health.org/ for more info. 
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TRANSGENDER 2007 – APRIL 11 - 14, 2007 
Transgender 2007, the 21st conference of the International Foundation for Gender Education, will be 
held at the Philadelphia Airport Hilton, Philadelphia, April 11-14, 2007.  There will be numerous 
seminars and workshops on various trans subjects, free time for networking, fun events, and a gala 
banquet on Saturday night.  Open to all! – Transgender, Crossdresser, Transsexual, Transvestite, Female 
to Male, Male to Female, Significant Other, Friend, Helping Professional, Student, or Educator. 
Visit http://www.transeventsusa.org/ifge/ for more info. 
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We’d like to think that you’ll be with us and hundreds of other PFLAGers and allies from around the 
United States for the 2007 PFLAG National Convention just outside of Washington, D.C.  So mark your 
calendars now and keep watching for more details.  Be there for your family, your friends, and to move 
equality forward. 
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Please visit the libraries taking part in the PFLAG 

Berks/Reading Alliance Diversity Project:�
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Spectrum, the LGBTQ safe haven 
for youth ages 14-18 run by Planned 
Parenthood in Reading (see info page 
2), needs adult volunteers to assist 
with the program.  Criminal 
background checks, training and 
references are required.  If you’d like 
to volunteer, please contact sexuality 
educator and Spectrum manager 
Amber Brown at 610-376-0137 or 
amber.brown@ppfa.org.  P.S.  They 
are also looking for a karaoke 
machine. 

 
 

�  �         ITEMS OF INTEREST        �  �  
 
BASKETBALL’S JOHN AMAECHI COMES OUT 
By Hassan Mirza, Gay.com U.K., February 7, 2007 
Former NBA player John Amaechi will announce that he is gay on ESPN early next week, according to 
Outsports.  Promoting his new book "Man in the Middle," Amaechi chronicles life as a closeted player 
in the National Basketball Association.  Amaechi, British-born of English and Nigerian descent, played 
for the Orlando Magic and Utah Jazz before his retirement in 2003.  His sexuality has been a topic of 
speculation for years, even so far as sparking a tasteless comment on Amaechi's "atypical" fondness of 
gardens, opera, and poetry.  
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"Could be that the Nigerian-Brit just operates on a different planet?" sportswriter Randy Boyd once 
asked in his ever-insightful column. "But then again, that explanation for his atypical behavior wouldn't 
be any fun, now would it?"  When nominated among those in the NBA most likely to be gay (ranked in 
16th place), Amaechi reportedly asked, "Why wasn't I higher than 16th?"  
Next week's public confession is said to kick off Amaechi's book-promoting campaign in New York.  
His publicist, Howard Bragman, has described Amaechi as "an activist for a lot of different causes, and 
thought it was silly that he wasn't an activist for the LGBT community, so he decided there was no 
reason for him to stay in the closet."  Bragman further described his athlete as "discreet but not deeply 
closeted.  For people who know him or have covered him, it's probably not a shocking revelation."  
In his book, Amaechi describes his sexuality as "an open secret" among the American sports media.  
"By the end of my second season, I was practically daring reporters to take the bait and out me," he 
wrote.  "But it never happened.  My sexuality, I felt, had become an open secret, which was fine by me.  
I'd left enough open to interpretation that suspicions were gaining momentum."  
In a 2002 interview with the Scotsman newspaper, Amaechi explained why gays weren't visible in the 
NBA.  "If you look at our league, minorities aren't very well represented," he said.  "There's hardly any 
Hispanic players, no Asian-Americans, so that there's no openly gay players is no real surprise.  It would 
be like an alien dropping down from space.  There'd be fear, then panic:  They just wouldn't know how 
to handle it."  
Amaechi, listed on the Web site 100 Great Black Britons, was raised in the UK but moved to States as a 
child.  Playing for Penn State, the 6'10" Amaechi was twice named to the Academic All-American first 
team.  He came out of retirement to play for England last year during the Commonwealth Games, 
winning a bronze medal.  
Amaechi now works as a philanthropist for the ABC Foundation, which works to construct sports 
centers and create mentors and athletic programs for children in England.  
 
CBA FIRES HARDAWAY  
By Cyd Zeigler, Outsports.com  
Tim Hardaway has been fired from his role with the Continental Basketball Association after the former 
NBA All-Star's anti-gay rant last week in which he said, "I hate gay people."  Ricardo A. Richardson, 
president and CEO of the CBA, told Outsports late Monday night that Hardaway has been relieved of 
his duties as "Chief Basketball Operations advisor for Trinity Sports, which was scheduled to have a 
team in the CBA next season, [the] Miami Majesty."  Hardaway was also the coach of the Majesty, 
which was formerly the Florida Pit Bulls of the American Basketball Association. 
Hardaway's hate-filled diatribe came during a Feb. 14 radio interview with Dan Le Batard.  Among 
other comments, Hardaway told Le Batard, "Well, you know I hate gay people, so I let it be known.  I 
don't like gay people and I don't like to be around gay people.  I am homophobic.  I don't like it.  It 
shouldn't be in the world or in the United States.  So yeah, I don't like it.'' 
Hardaway made the comments in the midst of various appearances in Las Vegas on behalf of the NBA 
in the week leading up to the NBA's All-Star Weekend.  Within hours of Hardaway's anti-gay 
comments, the NBA dismissed the former All-Star from his role with the Association, and Hardaway 
left Las Vegas the next day. 
The day after Hardaway made his comments, Dennis Truax, Director of Basketball Operations for the 
CBA, made the following statement: 
“The CBA does not in any way condone or endorse the hateful comments made by Mr. Hardaway to 
ESPN yesterday.  Mr. Hardaway’s comments were unfortunate, hateful and are not the views of the 
CBA or any of its member teams.  It is our fervent belief that any person should be allowed to 
participate in our league, regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, political preference or sexual 
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orientation, without fear of reprisal or discrimination.  The CBA is an equal opportunity employer, and 
Mr. Hardaway’s comments have no effect or bearing on our position now or in the future.  We do not 
share his views or support his position regarding Mr. [John] Amaechi and his recent personnel 
revelations.”  
Amaechi, who played in the NBA for five seasons, revealed two weeks ago that he is gay.  ESPN Books 
released his autobiography, "Man in the Middle," last week. 
Other athletes have been penalized for making anti-gay comments in the past.  Former Atlanta Braves 
pitcher John Rocker was suspended in 2000 by Major League Baseball for making anti-gay and racist 
comments about riding the 7 train in New York City.  In 2006, Pittsburgh Steeler Joey Porter was fined 
$10,000 by the NFL for publicly calling Cleveland Browns tight end Kellen Winslow Jr. a "fag." 
"We would like to move on from this issue," Richardson told Outsports. "As it relates to the CBA, we do 
not discriminate against individuals based on sexual orientation." 
 
GAY MARINE ROCKS THE U.S. MILITARY 
By Stewart Who?, Gay.com U.K., March 2, 2007 
Staff Sgt. Eric Alva lost his leg nearly four years ago when he stepped on a land mine in the desert in 
Kuwait.  He was the first U.S. Marine to be seriously wounded in the Iraq conflict.  In Bethesda Naval 
Hospital, Alva was visited by President Bush and Laura Bush, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, 
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and ex-basketball player Michael Jordan.  As the first Marine 
to be injured in Operation Iraqi Freedom, Alva became a household name.  He was a guest on "Oprah" 
and was awarded a Purple Heart.  Unsurprisingly, his good looks and polite charm made him a poster 
boy for military bravery and inspiring patriotism.  
The opportunistic, media-savvy establishment figures queuing up for their photo ops were unaware of 
one crucial fact in this story – the 5'1" Latino from San Antonio just happens to be gay.  Alva was aware 
of his sexuality when he enlisted aged 19 in 1990, and admits to lying on his application when asked 
about his sexual orientation.  However, Alva's wish to serve his country proved stronger than fears 
regarding sexual honesty.  
Already a hero on many levels, Alva is about to use his unique place in history to create waves of a 
different kind.  He came out at a Wednesday news conference on Capitol Hill, where he called for the 
military's "don't ask, don't tell" policy on gays in the service to be abandoned.  
"I'm an American who fought for his country and for the protection and the rights and freedoms of all 
American citizens – not just some of them, but all of them," Alva said.  
He now plans to work with the Human Rights Campaign as it renews its efforts to repeal "don't ask, 
don't tell," which bars lesbians and gay men from serving openly in the armed forces.  Rep. Marty 
Meehan, D-Mass., introduced a bill on Wednesday backed by more than 100 other House members to 
repeal the 13-year-old policy.  A companion Senate bill is expected later this year.  "We know that 
there's no place in this country for discrimination, whether it's based on race, creed or sexual 
orientation," Meehan said.  "And there's no place for institutional discrimination codified in the federal 
statutes."  
Though progress on this issue is likely to be painfully slow, there's a sliver of hope because Democrats 
are now controlling the agenda and Meehan now chairs a key subcommittee of the House Armed 
Services Committee.  The House Judiciary Committee Chairman is Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., who is 
also gay.  Lawmakers are at least confident that the bill will get a hearing this year.  
"It will still be an uphill climb," Meehan said, "but the November election can mean only good things."   
So far, only three Republicans have come out in support of the measure, and conservative groups are 
unsurprisingly resistant to the idea, spouting opinions rather than facts.  
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"No matter how times have changed, homosexuals in the military still threaten unit cohesion," said Tony 
Perkins, president of the Family Research Council, "and putting tolerance ahead of the military's mission 
is bad policy."  
Alva told the Washington Post:  "The truth is, something's wrong with this ban.  I have to say 
something.  I mean, you're asking men and women to lie about their orientation, to keep their personal 
lives private, so they can defend the rights and freedoms of others in this country, and be told, 'Well, oh, 
yeah, if you ever decide to really meet someone of the same sex and you want the same rights, sorry, 
buddy, you don't have the right.'  
"That's one factor. The other factor is, we're losing probably thousands of men and women that are 
skilled at certain types of jobs, from air traffic controllers to linguists, because of this broken policy." 
  
MONEY MAVEN SUZE ORMAN COMES OUT 
The Advocate, February 23, 2007 
Television financial guru Suze Orman will talk about her relationship with her partner and being a "55-
year-old virgin" in Sunday's New York Times Magazine.  
According to Editor and Publisher, when she was asked by Deborah Solomon if she is married, Orman 
countered that she has a "relationship with life."  After further pressing, Orman revealed that she is in a 
seven-year relationship with Kathy Travis, a co-producer on The Suze Orman Show.  She told Solomon 
that the two would like to get married because they each "have millions of dollars in our name.  It's 
killing me that upon my death, K.T. is going to lose 50 percent of everything I have to estate taxes.  Or 
vice versa."  
The host of the five-year old PBS show has won two Emmys for Outstanding Service Show Host and 
three Gracie Allen Awards through American Women in Radio and Television.  Orman is the author of 
several best-selling personal finance books and products.  She is also a contributing editor for O, The 
Oprah Magazine and writes a regular column for Yahoo! Finance. 
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May 18-20 – New Hope “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” Weekend   www.NewHopeCelebrates.com 
July 15 – Reading Pride Festival   E-mail READINGPRIDE@gmail.com 
August 19 – Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley Pride in the Park   www.prideglv.org 
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Well it was a cold weekend for “Freedom-to-Marry”  like always.  So that must mean that spring is just 
around the corner.  Now that will seem nice after the cold spell we were having. 
In just a few weeks the flower will be out.  Will you be out?  I have never been an advocate for everyone 
to be out.  But parents, friends, gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people who are out are very happy 
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about it.  Remember it is a process.  I do not see why you need to burst out in one complete step.  Maybe 
you could just start with one person.  Then maybe could come out to another.  Just think, maybe there is 
someone out there who wants to help and support you if only they knew.   
Well, give it some thought.  Spring is a wonderful time of the year. 
~ Don 
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Tim Hardaway hates me.   
 
Now, this is a little befuddling – since Tim Hardaway doesn’ t even know me.  In the articles on pages 3-
5, you can read all about Tim Hardaway and his reaction to John Amaechi’s coming out.  Among other 
comments, in a radio interview Hardaway said, “Well, you know I hate gay people, so I let it be known.  
I don't like gay people and I don't like to be around gay people.  I am homophobic.  I don't like it.  It 
shouldn't be in the world or in the United States.  So yeah, I don't like it.”   And also, “… if he was on my 
team, I would, you know, really distance myself from him because, uh, I don't think that's right.  And 
you know I don't think he should be in the locker room while we're in the locker room.  I wouldn't even 
be a part of that.”  
 
You know, hate is a very strong word.  Sure, people say they hate things all the time.  Kids “hate”  
school and homework.  My dad “hates”  turnips.  I “hate”  the Yankees, the Braves, AND the Red Sox.  A 
lot of people “hate”  snow.  But I think in these examples, the word “hate”  really means “dislike”  (except 
for the turnips – my dad truly hates turnips).  I think “hate”  is really a word to describe events like  
9-11, and to describe what is in the heart of murderers and other violent offenders…  Unfortunately, not 
all people view it that way.  And they think hate speech is just fine.  In fact, hearing others – especially a 
famous person – say they hate someone, or a group of someones, makes it even more okay.   
 
To be clear, freedom of speech is the Constitutional right of every American.  Tim Hardaway had every 
right to say what he said and he is entitled to his opinion.  The problem, I think, is that too many people 
are swayed by other people’s beliefs without educating themselves and forming their own opinions. 
 
Ignorance breeds hate.   
 
The concerns that Hardaway has about being around a gay person, especially a teammate in the locker 
room, indicate the continued ignorance of the fact that a person’s homosexuality does not mean that he 
or she is attracted to every member of the same gender.  The fear that a gay person is automatically 
going to hit on a straight person is irrational.  If a gay player is going to somehow affect the ability of 
straight players to work as a team, I feel the focus is not on basketball (or baseball, football, hockey…). 
 
The NBA, CBA, and several of his endorsers acted swiftly, noting that Hardaway’s views were not their 
own and in fact would not be tolerated.  Since then, he has apologized for his statements and said that he 
doesn’ t hate gay people.  The unfortunate thing is that we can’ t be sure of his sincerity.  What made him 
change his mind, exactly?   
 
Let’s make it be us.  Let’s continue the PFLAG mission of Support, Education and Advocacy.  Let’s 
continue to work to inform the public that there are hundreds of thousands of us in that group called 
“gay people”  and we are not to be hated.   
~ Kim 
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