EASTERN PA CHAPTER

Serving Berks, Lehigh, Monroe, Northampton
and surrounding Counties

APRIL - MAY 2007 PFILAG

H ap py M oth er's Dayl Parents, Families and Friends of Leshians and Gays

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and TransgenderrBens
www.eastern-pa-pflag.org e-mail;_info@eastern-pa-pflag.org
Newsletter: _newsletter@eastern-pa-pflag.org

P.O. Box 403, Macungie, PA 18062

Helplines: 610-967-5219 & 570-620-1234

Fax: 610-967-6468

PA Diversity Network (PDN) - GLBT Infoline: 610-HELP-123 (610-435-7123) 24 hrs. -& day
24 hr. Hotline for GLBT Youth: 800-850-8078

Gay & Lesbian National Hotline: 888-THE-GLNH

WHERE ARE WE & WHAT ARE WE DOING?
ALLENTOWN MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7:00PM at Allentown
First Presbyterian Church, 3231 W. Tilghman Street, Allentown, in Room 115 (side on Gestar Cr
Blvd. across from McDonalds). Those interested, join us for pre-meeting dinnegatai’'s at
6:00PM. For more info call the helpline at 610-967-5219 or eimfai@eastern-pa-pflag.org

MONROE COUNTY MEETINGS for 2007 will be held January 17, March 21, June 20, September
19, and December 19th from 7:00 — 9:00PM at the Eastern Monroe Public Library, 1002"North 9
Street, Stroudsburg. For more info call 570-620-1234 or eMwitoe @eastern-pa-pflag.org

READING MEETINGS are held the third Tuesday of each month starting at 6:30PM at First Unitarian
Universalist Church of Berks County, 416 Franklin Street, Reading. For more infoecaliurch at
610-372-0928 or the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-bwmits@eastern-pa-pflag.orgor directions to

the church, call or visit their websitevatvw.uuberks.org/directions.htm

Agenda for 5/15 meeting: Caron Foundation: updat&aBTQ Youth: Creating a Safe School
Environment program.

HAVEN MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 7:00 — 9:00PM at the Unitarian Universalist
Church, 424 Center Street, Bethlehem. Meetings are open to GLBT youth ages 14 — 20digbdir Al
those Questioning. For more info call 610-868-2153 or wisftv.uuclvpa.org/haven.htnar
e-mailhavenyouthgroup@hotmail.coar join http://groups.yahoo.com/group/havenyouthgroup/

SPECTRUM MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 5:30 — 7:30PM at Planned Parenthood, 48
South 4th Street,"2Floor, Reading (use the Franklin Street entrance). Meetings offer posiéve r
models, peer support, education and recreation for LGBTQA youth and their gdige$418. For

more information, call Amber Hartman Brown at 610-376-0137 or e-amaer.brown@ppfa.org
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OTHER PFLAG CHAPTER MEETINGS :

CHESTER COUNTY MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7PM in the lower level
of the Unitarian Fellowship Church, 501 S. High Street, West Chester (amwsBdirger King). For more info
call 484-354-2448 or e-mdilynda895@aol.com

The BUCKS COUNTY Chapter: The Bucks Co. PFLAG is currently not meeting, but Planned Parenthood's
Rainbow Room is interested in helping to re-start the group. If folks aresite@release e-mail
rainbowroom@ppbucks.omy call 215-957-7981 ext. 105 and talk with Christine or Marlene.

PHILADELPHIA MEETINGS are usually held on the 3rd Sunday of each month from 2 - 4PM at the Church
of the Holy Communion, 2111 Sansom Street, Philadelphia. For more info call thmélalphber 215-572-
1833 or visitwww.pflagphila.org

POTTSVILLE MEETINGS are held the third Thursday of each month starting at 6:30PM at thederre
Reiley Community Building, 216 N. 12th Street, Pottsville. For more infalmHelpline number 570-624-
3151 or e-maipflagpottsville@hotmail.com

2007 CALENDAR ALERT

May June
1 Allentown Meeting 5 Allentown Meeting
15 Reading Meeting 20 Monroe Meeting

No Reading Meeting in June
23 PFLAG PICNIC
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WHAT'S GOING ON

NEW HOPE CELEBRATES — Somewhere Over the Rainbow Weekend MAY 18-20, 2007
Dear Friends,

We would like to extend an invitation to all of the PFLAG organizations in the area to join us in celebrating our
GLBT PRIDE weekend in New Hope, Bucks County, PA. We recognize and deeply appreciate the contributions
of our families, friends and allies in PFLAG who have stood with us, loved and supported us as we have followed
our individual paths to self realization. We would be honored to have you join us to celebrate the PRIDE we feel
in being members of a strong and productive GLBT community.

New Hope Celebrates announces the EDSites.net Over the Rainbow Parade, New Hope, Pennsylvania's first-
ever gay pride parade on Saturday, May 19 at 11:00 a.m. The Lesbian and Gay Big Apple Corp, the Flyboys of
Flag Troupe Houston and the New Jersey Eagles Motorcycle Club lead the parade through the center of the
historic, riverside town. Featuring community organizations, decorative floats and entertainment, the parade is a
highlight of New Hope's 4™ annual GLBT pride weekend, May 18-20. Weekend events include performances by
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Jimmy James and the LOL Tour, plus appearances by Lady Bunny and Reichen Lehmkuhl. Visit
www.NewHopeCelebrates.com for a full listing of events. Hope to see you there!!ll

Daniel Brooks, New Hope Celebrates Coordinator and proprietor of the Wishing WesliiGuse
anticipates an overall atmosphere of a country fair that "just happens to be run bikgawith the
whole town participating: "While it is a GLBT pride occasion, part of the prideits ofclusiveness."
In 2003, the New Hope Borough Council passed an antidiscrimination law, and in March 2004, the
Council unanimously passed a resolution in favor of same-sex marriages.

New Hope Celebrates is an organization of the retail, hospitality, profelssi@hkbcal community
hosted by the Greater New Hope Chamber of Commerce and endorsed by the Newitdaph B
Council. The goal of New Hope Celebrates is to serve the diverse GLBT popula@njoyable and
meaningful manner, conducting entertaining as well as educational expsiiereeghout the year and
culminating with an annual pride celebration. Proceeds flow back to the commianigrious
charities. Sponsors enjoy tax deductions for their contributions.

An Evening at Stirling: A Celebration of Pride and Diversity — MAY 20, 2007

SPECIAL EVENT! Fundraiser for Reading Pride

Sunday, May 20 from 3:00 - 7:00 PM. Cost: $25 Per Person

The Stirling Guest Hotel, 1120 Centre Avenue, Reading, PA

To purchase tickets, call 610-375-8209 or e-R&L502@aol.com All proceeds will benefit Reading Pride.
The event will feature food and drink, to be followed by a concert given by Dandye@p& pianist

who is a graduate of the Manhattan School of Music. Danny had his Weil recital debtneqgi€ Hall

in 1996. Vocals will be performed by Ira Leighton, a graduate of the Boston Consepfattugic and
Scott Tiergrossi, a graduate of Mansfield University. Matt Emkey, alsorpgrig on piano is the
featured organist for the Germantown United Methodist Church and a graduatéoftbisity of

North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Reading Pride is extremely happy to have Liz Bradbury, Executive DirgicRennsylvania Diversity
Network (PDN), presenting the Berks County debut exhibition oPiE Photo Project: 100 Same-Sex
Couples Facing Inequalitst this event. Same-sex Couples wishing to participate in the Photo Project
will be able to have their pictures taken that evening. For more information BbdRhadto project see
www.padiversity.org

The Reading Pride Festival will be held July 15. For more information abouthe festival or to

help with its planning, e-mailReadingPride@gmail.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!  PFLAG PICNIC — JUNE 23, 2007

On Saturday, June 23, Eastern PA PFLAG will hold its annual picnic at the home of Don amthMeli
Kohn. As always, the entire GLBT and allies family is welcome. In factirge you to join us. The
time is 1.00 - 6:00PM. Please bring something to share. Just RSVP to Don and Meliradlataeh t
what you want to bring and they will give you directions. They can be reached at 6501%5aF
info@Eastern-PA-PFLAG.org

" 1#$ %"'&'
We'd like to think that you'll be with us and hundreds of other PFLAGers and allies from around the
United States for the 2007 PFLAG National Convention just outside of Washington, D.C. So mark your
calendars now and keep watching for more details. Be there for your family, your friends, and to move
equality forward.
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Please visit the libraries taking part in the PFLAG Berks/Reading Alliance Diversity Project:
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ITEMS OF INTEREST

DAN ANDERS NOMINATED TO PHILADELPHIA COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

Record of service and commitment to community helped make Anders a top candidate

April 19, 2007, Philadelphia, PAFoday Governor Edward G. Rendell nominated Dan Anders to the
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas to fill the vacancy created when JusticeJldfitegerald 11l was
elevated to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania from the Philadelphia Court of ComasonAtiders
is an attorney with the Philadelphia office of Pepper Hamilton LLP.

"I am honored and humbled to receive this nomination from Governor Rendell,” said Atitdend be
an opportunity to serve the people of Philadelphia in a significant way and to adsestielivery of
justice in our courts.”

Dan is running as a Democratic candidate for the Philadelphia Court of Commen P&areceived a
"recommended" rating by the Philadelphia Bar Association. His campaigndrasiorsed by many
labor unions and community organizations.

Dan's legal work and community service have won him high praise from his péeedégal and
business communities. In 2005, Anders was named a "Lawyer on the Fast TraekPhyladelphia
Legal Intelligencer. In 2004, the Philadelphia Business Journal named him one airtiidJteder 40,"
a list of young professionals on the move in Philadelphia.

In 2004, the Pennsylvania Bar Association recognized Anders with the Pro Bono 3evarce The
recognition was well-deserved considering he spends an average of 300 hourawaiag free legal
advice and counsel to community organizations and needy individuals.

"I've adhered to the values of justice, fairness and service during my asr@éawyer," added Anders.
"Now I'll make them the standard for my career as a judge."

Anders' nomination is subject to confirmation by the State Senate of Pennsylvania.

Once confirmed by the Pennsylvania State Senate, Dan will be sworn in as @CBteas Judge to
serve until January 2010. As a result, Dan will withdraw from the 2007 primary and hen20a9
primary as an even stronger and more qualified candidate.

www.anders4judge.com
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N.H. CIVIL UNIONS BILL PASSES LEGISLATURE

By The Associated Press, April 26, 2007

(Concord, New Hampshire) New Hampshire lawmakers voted Thursday to authofin@ions and
sent the measure to Gov. John Lynch, who announced last week that he would sign it.

"This legislation is a matter of conscience, fairness and of preventingrdistion,” said Colin
Manning, a spokesman for the Democratic governor. "It is in keeping with New Haepsghoud
tradition of preventing discrimination.”

Three other states already offer civil unions for gay couples: New J&segecticut and Vermont.
Neighboring Massachusetts in 2004 became the only state to allow gaygmarria

Unlike other states, there was no active court challenge to push New Hampsigiren the issue.

In fact, the success of civil unions was an about-face from two yeaes,eaHen a study panel
recommended New Hampshire giving no meaningful consideration to extendingelsggtition to gay
couples. That panel had concluded that homosexuality was a choice, and it endorseuitoc@hst
amendment to limit marriage to unions between a man and a woman. State lawmakeistéated
proposed constitutional bans on same-sex marriage two years in a row.

Thursday's legislation, passed 14-10 along party lines in the Selbatacerats in favor, Republicans
opposed will allow civil unions in New Hampshire starting Jan. 1.

Washington, Maine, California, New York and Washington D.C., recognize domestiaglaigiseNew
York Gov. Eliot Spitzer this week pledged to introduce gay marriage legislatithe next few weeks.

Old Mike, new Christine
By Mike Penner, Times Staff Writer, April 26, 2007
http://www.latimes.com/sports/la-sp-oldmike26apr26,0,2709943.story?page=1&dudlrla-headlines
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LGBT WORKPLACE RIGHTS GO TO CONGRESS

By Barbara WilcoxThe AdvocateApril 24, 2007

Legislation was introduced Tuesday into the U.S. House of Representatives that akeild ittegal to
fire, refuse to hire or refuse to promote an employee based on sexual orientatiotheorndgntity.

The federal Employment Non-Discrimination Act of 2007 is sponsored by Reps. TBaldwin, D-
Wisc.; Barney Frank, D-Mass.; Deborah Pryce, R-Ohio; and Chris Shays, R-Conn.

Only 17 states and the District of Columbia now protect gay men and lesbians orikpé&ee, though
87 percent of Fortune 500 companies include sexual orientation in their corporate nmongison
policies, according to the employee rights law firm of Outten & Golden. Only &3 satend
protections based on gender identity.

"Twenty-five years ago, my own state of Wisconsin was the first in the natemidtsexual orientation
to anti-discrimination statutes,” Baldwin said Tuesday in a written séatientiSince then, 16 states
have done the same. We call on Congress now to set a new and higher standard," &aldwin s
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Efforts to add gay men and lesbians to federal civil rights statutes diatd 74, when congressional
Democrats Bella Abzug and Ed Koch introduced the first Equality Act. Aidtikiesd high hopes for a
similar bill 20 years later, but were dashed when the midterm elections of 199dduishine

Republican "Contract with America.” When Democrats retook Congress in Nov2060& they vowed
to reintroduce this and other rights bills.

Most small businesses, the military and most religious organizations anptexeder the 2007 iteration
of the bill, the first to add trans protections.

"For many Americans, ENDA could be as important as Title VII of the Cigh® Act of 1964 and the
Americans with Disabilities Act,” Outten & Golden said in a writtenestegnt. "As a practical matter, it
will not impose a significant burden on corporate America."

RETIRED OFFICERS COME OUT TO PROTEST “DON'T ASK”

The Advocate, March 16, 2007

Seven retired military officers publicly came out of the closet Friday, hop&igactions will stir
Congress to repeal "don't ask, don't tell" and force Gen. Peter Pace, chaithedant Chiefs of Staff,
to apologize for calling gays "immoral” this week.

The officers are all highly decorated and have earned numerous honors and commentagyns.
include Army Col. Stewart Bornhoft; Navy Capt. Joan E. Darrah; Naval ReserveRodett D.
Dockendorff; Army Chaplain Col. Paul W. Dodd; Naval Reserve Capt. Sandra Geis@immnCol. E.
A. Leonard and Navy Capt. Robert Michael Rankin.

“Our community has a long history of serving our country in the armed forcegyfdbp said in a
written statement.

“Today, there are more than 65,000 lesbian and gay troops on duty. Another 1 million gay and lesbian
veterans, including the seven of us, have served in our fighting forces.

“Gen. Pace's remarks dishonor that service, as does the 'Don't Ask, Dotdinetben. Pace must
offer an immediate and unqualified apology for his remarks and Congress keusttian to repeal the
ban on lesbian, gay and bisexual Americans who want to serve our country.”

May 18-20 — New Hope “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” Weekend www.NewHopeCelebrates.com
June 10 — Philly Pride Parade and Festival www.phillypride.org

July 15 — Reading Pride Festival E-mail READINGPRIDE@gmail.com

August 19 — Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley Pride in the Park www.prideglv.org

PFLAG members wishing to volunteer to staff the Eas  tern PA PFLAG booth at the Reading Pride
Festival on July 15 or Pride in the Park on August 19, please call Don Kohn at 610-967-5219 or
e-mail info@eastern-pa-pflag.org

Maybe it is the time of the year or the phase of the moon, but it seems like thgreus of people
coming out of the woodwork who want to spout their anti-gay feelings. There is &/ fgnoup who
will be trying to tell the school districts in Pennsylvania how bad of an organizdtlohG?is. There is
another organization that has been demonstrating on college campuses. Cledrbgavtha as
intolerance, but | wonder if we are intolerant of them.

Most of us are more tactful. While we do not agree with those anti-gay views, mostookps their
right to have that opinion. Most of us express our positive views on GLBT people and GLBTbight
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would not say anything that would be considered hostile or hurtful. | believe thaatyeamti-gay
groups do not care if what they say is hurtful. In some cases, the more hurtful the better

Each of us should examine how we feel towards those who are not accepting or tolerdit of GL
people. We should not lower ourselves to their level of intolerance. | hope we all belielseance
and rights for all. With that attitude, we have the high ground and we are not omthkegal.

| think that all these anti-gay groups coming out of the woodwork is a sign that welkirey progress
and all the polls clearly show that there is more and more acceptance ofg@bBI€ in our society.
Let's keep focused on our goals.

~ Don

| used to be a big fan of Anne Tyler’'s writing. The funny thing is that | couldhydala thing about
her books now; | don’'t remember the story lines at all or any particular reasdriikéd/her. There is
one passage, though, from her novel “Breathing Lessons” that resonated wittemeread it and that

has stuck with me through the years:

| remember leaving the hospital with Jesse and thinking, ‘Wait. Are they going to let me just walk
off with him? | don’t know beans about babies! | don’t have a license to do this. Ira and | are just
amateurs.” | mean you're given all these lessons for the unimportant things — piano-playing,
typing. You're given years and years of lessons in how to balance equations, which Lord knows
you will never have to do in normal life. But how about parenthood? Or marriage, either, come to
think of it. Before you can drive a car you need a state-approved course of instruction, but driving
a car is nothing, nothing, compared to living day in and day out with a husband and raising up a
new human being.

Now, me - have no children, and | have never wanted children. But | don’t think you need to be a
mother (or father) to recognize the truth in this paragraph. | bet deep down theestain level of fear
for all parents. “How do | do this?” “What if | mess up?” “How do | protect my child?

Personally, | think the idea of having to pass a test to become a parent is atingtacgion! Or,
perhaps no initial test, but being required to maintain “certification(. know some people who would
fail!) Well, even though there are now books called “The Complete Idiot’'s Guidarte[your
topic]” and “[name your topicfor Dummies,” there is no simple how-to guide for being a mother (or
father). There are things you can’t learn from a book.

I've been told several times by more than one person that | could not understand somethisg be
“you’re not a mother.” Since | haven't given birth, | cannot possibly graslewieéof joy — and pain —
that a child can bring. This may be so, but | think | get it that “Mother” is not aelggu earn after 9
months of pregnancy. It is a constant education — sometimes as teacher, spagettudent — with
ever-changing experiences throughout life.

I'm not a mother, no. But | have one, and | think in the lessons of life we have bothl lfFame=ach

other. So Happy Mother’s Day to my Mutti, and to all of the other moms who have touched my life
~ Kim
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