EASTERN PA CHAPTER

Serving Berks, Lehigh, Monroe, Northampton
and surrounding Counties

JULY 2007 PFILAG

H appy Summer! Parents, Families and Friends of Leshians and Gays

Par ents, Families and Friends of L esbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Persons
www.eastern-pa-pflag.org e-mail: info@eastern-pa-pflag.org
Newsdletter: newsletter@eastern-pa-pflag.org

P.O. Box 403, Macungie, PA 18062

Helplines: 610-967-5219 & 570-620-1234

Fax: 610-967-6468

PA Diversity Network (PDN) - GLBT Infoline: 610-HELP-123 (610-435-7123) 24 hrs. - 7 days
24 hr. Hotline for GLBT Y outh: 800-850-8078

Gay & Leshian National Hotline: 888-THE-GLNH

WHERE ARE WE & WHAT ARE WE DOING?
ALLENTOWN MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7:00PM at Allentown
First Presbyterian Church, 3231 W. Tilghman Street, Allentown, in Room 115 (side on Cedar Crest
Blvd. across from McDonads). Those interested, join usfor pre-meeting dinner at Wegman's at
6:00PM. For moreinfo call the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail info@eastern-pa-pflag.org.

MONROE COUNTY MEETINGSfor 2007 will be held January 17, March 21, June 20, September
19, and December 19th from 7:00 — 9:00PM at the Eastern Monroe Public Library, 1002 North 9™
Street, Stroudsburg. For more info call 570-620-1234 or e-mail M onroe@eastern-pa-pflag.org.

READING MEETINGS are held the third Tuesday of each month starting at 6:30PM at First Unitarian
Universalist Church of Berks County, 416 Franklin Street, Reading. For moreinfo call the church at
610-372-0928 or the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail berks@eastern-pa-pflag.org. For directionsto
the church, call or visit their website at www.uuberks.org/directions.htm.

HAVEN MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 7:00 — 9:00PM at the Unitarian Universalist
Church, 424 Center Street, Bethlehem. Meetings are open to GLBT youth ages 14 — 20, their Allies &
those Questioning. For more info call 610-868-2153 or visit www.uuclvpa.org/haven.html or

e-mail havenyouthgroup@hotmail.com or join http://groups.yahoo.com/group/havenyouthgroup/

SPECTRUM MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 5:30 — 7:30PM at Planned Parenthood, 48
South 4th Street, 2™ Floor, Reading (use the Franklin Street entrance). Meetings offer positive role
models, peer support, education and recreation for LGBTQA youth and their alies ages 14-18. For
more information, call Amber Hartman Brown at 610-376-0137 or e-mail amber.brown@ppfa.org.

OTHER PFLAG CHAPTER MEETINGS:
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CHESTER COUNTY MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7PM in the lower level
of the Unitarian Fellowship Church, 501 S. High Street, West Chester (across from Burger King). For moreinfo
call 484-354-2448 or e-mail Lynda895@aol.com.

The BUCKSCOUNTY Chapter: The Bucks Co. PFLAG is currently not meeting, but Planned Parenthood's
Rainbow Room isinterested in helping to re-start the group. If folks are interested, please e-mail
rainbowroom@ppbucks.org or call 215-957-7981 ext. 105 and talk with Christine or Marlene.

NEW! HAZLETON MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month at 7PM at the Hazleton
YM/YWCA, 75 South Church Street, Hazleton. For moreinfo cal 570-459-0385 or e-mail
pflaghazl eton@yahoo.com.

PHILADELPHIA MEETINGS are usually held on the 3rd Sunday of each month from 2 - 4PM at the Church
of the Holy Communion, 2111 Sansom Street, Philadelphia. For more info call the Helpline number 215-572-
1833 or visit www.pflagphila.org.

POTTSVILLE MEETINGS are held the third Thursday of each month starting at 6:30PM at the Terrence
Reiley Community Building, 216 N. 12th Street, Pottsville. For more info call the Helpline number 570-624-
3151 or e-mail pflagpottsville@hotmail.com.

2007 CALENDAR ALERT
July August
No Mestingsin July 7 Allentown Mesting
No Mestingsin Monroe or Reading

WHAT'S GOING ON

PFLAG members wishing to volunteer to staff the Eastern PA PFLAG booth at the Reading Pride
Festival on July 15 or Pride in the Park on August 19, please call Don Kohn at 610-967-5219 or
e-mail info@eastern-pa-pflag.org.

READING PRIDE CELEBRATION —JULY 15, 2007

Thefirst ever Reading Pride will be held on Sunday, July 15, from 12 - 6PM in Centre Park in Reading’ s Historic
District. For moreinfo e-mail READINGPRIDE@gmail.com or visit www.readingpridecel ebration.com or
www.myspace.com/readingpridecel ebration.

Pre- & Post- Pride Events:

Saturday July 14, 2007 - Pre-Pride Benefit at The Red Star Saloon. Proceeds from the cover charge will benefit
Reading Pride Celebration. Start your Pride Celebration here!

Sunday July 15, 2007 - After Pride Party at Canal Street Pub from 7PM - Midnight. Cash bar available, no food
served and must be 21 or over to be admitted.

HARRISBURG PRIDE FESTIVAL —JULY 28, 2007

Live. Love. BeProud. Pride Festival of Central PA, Saturday, July 28 from 12 - 7PM, Riverfront Park,
Harrisburg. Parade startsat 10AM. For moreinfo call 717-234-0328, e-mail Pride@AskGL SH.org, or visit
www.harrisburgpride.org.

PRIDE OF THE GLV PRIDE IN THE PARK —AUGUST 19, 2007
Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley Pride in the Park, Sunday, August 19 from 12 - 6PM, Cedar Beach Park,
Hamilton & Ott Streets, Allentown. For more info visit www.prideglv.org.
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BISHOP V. GENE ROBINSON WILL BE SPEAKING AT THE PFLAG CONVENTION!
Robinson will be speaking on our Faith Panel along with other religious leaders. He made history with his
courageous and unwavering leadership within the Episcopal Church as their first openly gay man to become
ordained a bishop. Robinson has been an impetus of change and an inspiration for all people of faith and will
help you understand the issues and challenges in faith communities that we face.

The 2007 PFLAG National Convention will be held October 11 — 14, 2007 in McLean, VA / Washington, DC.
October 11 is a PFLAG Capitol Hill Lobby Day, and workshops begin on October 12.

PFLAG is delighted to announce that “Dear Abby,” the world's most widely syndicated columnist, will be joining
us to receive our first-ever Straight for Equality Award. Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren, also known
as Jeanne Phillips, and was founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips. Other noteworthy details:

The official launch of PFLAG’s Straight for Equality program — Be there for the kickoff of our historic initiative
aimed at inviting straight allies beyond the traditional PFLAG circle into our family in an effort to create a world
that is safe — and equal — for all.

Exciting keynote speakers — Get energized as you hear from nationally-recognized speakers as they share their
wisdom and insights, inspiring you with practical ideas and important information to create change at home, work,
and beyond!

More than 50 dynamic workshops and training sessions — Discover the best practices to grow your
membership, involve more volunteers, recharge your work, learn about new issues and strategies, and expand
your horizons with sessions presented by experts in their fields!

Dialogue and networking opportunities — Develop effective plans and practical solutions to the individual
issues that you encounter in your efforts to strengthen your chapter and move equality forward by talking with
PFLAGers from around the nation. Solidify the contacts you have and return home with new and expanded
networks to support your efforts!

The 2007 PFLAG National Gala — Included in your registration is an invitation to join us at our celebration where
we'll recognize outstanding PFLAG members and supporters with the Starr Award and Flag Bearer Award. Also,
PFLAG is excited to announce that our first-ever Straight for Equality Award will be presented to longtime PFLAG
friend and ally Dear Abby, the world's most widely syndicated columnist. Join us as we thank and honor her for
her enormous contribution as one of PFLAG'’s highest-profile straight allies.

Take on Capitol Hill! — Join us early on Thursday, October 11 for the PELAG Capitol Hill Lobby Day. Use this
amazing opportunity to advocate for equality, family values, and fairness by meeting with your legislators one-on-
one at their offices in Washington, D.C.

See our nation’s capitol! — Experience beautiful Washington, D.C. and its powerful history. An optional nighttime
tour of the sights is being offered, so register now. Or see the city (and the history of Northern Virginia including
Arlington Cemetery, Mount Vernon, Old Town Alexandria, and much more)_on your own — transportation into
Washington is available just minutes from the convention site in McLean, VA.

Visit the PFLAG website for more info and to register:
http://community.pflag.ora/NETCOMMUNITY/Page.aspx?&pid=291&srcid=223

If you do not have access to a computer to register online, please contact Jim Morgan at 877-332-5185 ext. 1 and
tell him you are with PFLAG and need assistance.

Thanks to Melinda & Don Kohn for hosting the annual picnic at their home on June 23rd. A wonderful
timewas had by al. Please plan to join your parents, family, and friends at our picnic next year...
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Please visit the libraries taking part in the PFLAG Berks/Reading Alliance Diversity Project:
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ITEMS OF INTEREST

FRANKEL INTRODUCES STATEWIDE ANTI-DISCRIMINATION BILL

HARRISBURG, June 13, 2007 — State Rep. Dan Frankel, D-Allegheny, (www.pahouse.com/Frankel)
today introduced abill (H.B. 1400) that would protect people who live or work in Pennsylvaniafrom
discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity or expression in employment, housing or
credit.

Pennsylvania’ s Human Relations Act aready bans discrimination based on race, color, religious creed,
ancestry, age, sex, national origin, anon-job related handicap or disability or the use of aguide or
support animal due to a person being blind, deaf or having a physical handicap.

“A majority of Americans now livein one of the 20 states that ban employment discrimination based on
sexual orientation. Nearly 40 percent of Americanslivein one of the 12 states that ban discrimination
based on gender identity. It istime for Pennsylvanians to have those same protections,” said Frankel,
chairman of the Allegheny County Democratic Delegation.

“It isthe right thing to do, and for our economy, it would also be the smart thing to do. We are
surrounded on three sides by states that ban anti-gay discrimination — Maryland, New Jersey and New
York. These states have a competitive advantage over Pennsylvaniawhen it comes to attracting and
retaining businesses and residents.”

Frankel said the House version of the bill has 70 sponsors, an increase from 57 in the 2005-06 session.
The Senate version (S.B. 761) has 22 sponsors, an increase from 19 in the last session.

“More and more people inside and outside of this building understand that being gay or transgendered
has nothing to do with your ability to fix a car or computer, to show up on time and to do agood day’s
work,” Frankel said. “It’simportant to note that this legislation would aso protect heterosexual people

Page 4 of 6



Eastern PA PFLAG July 2007

from being fired based on their sexual orientation or their gender identity or expression. Thislegislation
would protect everyone.”

The most recent statewide poll on the subject, taken in 2003 by a Republican polling firm, showed 68
percent support from Pennsylvania voters for legislation like the bill introduced today. More recent
nationa polling aso indicates strong support — Gallup’s annual poll on gay issues found 89 percent
support for the statement: “Homosexuals should have equal rightsin terms of job opportunities.”
Pittsburgh, Erie County and Philadelphia are among the 14 Pennsylvania communities that ban anti-gay
discrimination, but about three-fourths of the state’s more than 12 million residents live in communities
that do not provide such protection.

Nationwide, 20 states — including neighboring Maryland, New Jersey and New Y ork — already have
laws in effect or due to take effect that ban job discrimination based on sexual orientation. Those 20
states are home to a mgjority of the U.S. population, according to the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force. Twelve states, including New Jersey, have laws banning job discrimination based on gender
identity.

FILESUNEARTHED ON PENTAGON “GAY BOMDB”

Sewart Who?, Gay.com U.K., June 12, 2007

Pentagon officials confirmed Friday that they had considered developing a"gay bomb."

Oddly enough, the U.S. military in 1994 sought to create a hormone bomb that might turn enemy
soldiersinto rampant homosexuals, leading to an orgiastic gang bang.

Edward Hammond of the Sunshine Project in Berkeley, Calif., used the federal Freedom of Information
Act to obtain a copy of the proposal from the Air Force's Wright Laboratory in Dayton, Ohio. As part of
amilitary effort to create non-lethal weapons, the proposal suggested, "One distasteful but completely
non-lethal example would be strong aphrodisiacs, especidly if the chemica also caused homosexual
behavior."

The documents indicate the Air Force |ab asked for $7.5 million to develop such a chemica weapon.
"The Ohio Air Force lab proposed that a bomb be developed that contained a chemical that would cause
enemy soldiers to become gay, and to have their units break down because al their soldiers became
irresistibly attractive to one another,” Hammond said after reviewing the documents. "The notion was
that a chemical that would probably be pleasant in the human body in low quantities could be identified,
and by virtue of either breathing or having their skin exposed to this chemical, the notion was that
soldiers would become gay," Hammond said.

The Pentagon told CBS 5 News that the proposal was made by the Air Force in 1994.

"The Department of Defense is committed to identifying, researching and devel oping non-lethal
weapons that will support our men and women in uniform,” said a DOD spokesperson, who suggested
that the "gay bomb" idea was quickly shelved.

Hammond said the government records he obtained indicate the military was keener on the idea than it
isnow suggesting. "The truth of the matter is, it would have never come to my attention if it was
dismissed at the time it was proposed,” he said. "In fact, the Pentagon has used it repeatedly and
subsequently in an effort to promote non-lethal weapons, and in fact they submitted it to the highest
scientific review body in the country for them to consider."

Gay community leadersin California said Friday that they found the idea of a"gay bomb" both
offensive and ridiculous. "Throughout history we have had so many brave men and women who are gay
and lesbian serving the military with distinction,” said Geoff Kors of Equality California. "So, it'sjust
offensive that they think by turning people gay that the other military would be incapable of doing their
job. And it's absurd because there's so much medical datathat shows that sexual orientation is
immutable and cannot be changed.”
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LESBIAN PATHBREAKER TO BE ORDAINED IN S.F.

The Advocate, June 15, 2007

A Lutheran congregation in San Francisco will ordain an openly gay partnered minister Saturday as part
of adriveto equalize LGBTs within the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Dawn Roginski's
ordination at St. Francis Lutheran Church directly challenges the denomination's policy of requiring
lifelong celibacy of its gay and lesbian clergy while imposing no such restrictions on its heterosexuals.
The ceremony will mark the third such challenge to the policy in eight months.

The ceremonies, which run outside the usual guidelines of Lutheran ordinations to certify the credentials
of openly identified sexual minorities, are supported by the Lutheran Lesbian and Gay Ministries and the
Extraordinary Candidacy Project.

Roginski made headlines in 2005 when she and partner Lisa Johnson successfully sued the state of
Missouri to let them become foster parents. Johnson is a child-devel opment expert; Roginski was a
youth chaplain with an undergraduate degree in psychology, a master's in counseling and a divinity
degree. Despite their picture-perfect credentials, the women were rejected by the Missouri Department
of Socia Services on the grounds that Johnston, the formal applicant, was not "of reputable character.”
In February 2006, a county judge ruled that Missouri could not refuse the couple because of their
homosexuality. The state dropped its appeal several months later.

Fourteen Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and two independent L utheran congregations are
now served by openly gay pastors who have gone through the Extraordinary Candidacy Project.

Asit faces increased pressure to overturn the policy, the denomination will revisit theissue at its
biennial assembly Aug. 6-11 in Chicago.

GLBT Americans from hate crimes? It was produced for Cyndi Lauper's True Colors tour,
but it’s being passed around the internet, motivating thousands more people to take action
U M AN on_the Matthew Sh_epqrd Act. _
ricuTs  This hard-fought bill will be up for a vote in the Senate soon.
camrarax,  Click here to Watch the video, and send it on to friends and family.

E Have you seen the stirring new video about the growing national movement to protect
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