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DECEMBER 2007 – JANUARY 2008 

 Happy New Year!  
 
 

 
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Persons 

www.eastern-pa-pflag.org        e-mail: info@eastern-pa-pflag.org 
Newsletter:  newsletter@eastern-pa-pflag.org 

 
        P.O. Box 403, Macungie, PA 18062 
        Helplines: 610-967-5219 & 570-620-1234 
        Fax:  610-967-6468 
        PA Diversity Network (PDN) - GLBT Infoline:  610-HELP-123 (610-435-7123)  24 hrs. - 7 days 
        24 hr. Hotline for GLBT Youth:  800-850-8078 
        Gay & Lesbian National Hotline:  888-THE-GLNH 
 

 WHERE ARE WE  &  WHAT ARE WE DOING? 
ALLENTOWN MEETINGS  are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7:00PM at Allentown 
First Presbyterian Church, 3231 W. Tilghman Street, Allentown, in Room 115 (side on Cedar Crest 
Blvd. across from McDonalds).  Those interested, join us for pre-meeting dinner at Wegman's at 
6:00PM.  For more info call the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail info@eastern-pa-pflag.org. 
 
MONROE COUNTY MEETING dates for 2008 have not yet been defined.  For more info call 570-
620-1234 or e-mail Monroe@eastern-pa-pflag.org. 
 
READING MEETINGS are held the third Tuesday of each month starting at 6:30PM at First Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Berks County, 416 Franklin Street, Reading.  For more info call the church at 
610-372-0928 or the helpline at 610-967-5219 or e-mail berks@eastern-pa-pflag.org.  For directions to 
the church, call or visit their website at www.uuberks.org/directions.htm. 
Agenda for 1/15 meeting:  Presentation by Tom Sechrist, Educational Consultant - The Invisible 
Minority:  Dealing with Homophobia in Schools 
 
HAVEN MEETINGS are held every Wednesday from 7:00 – 9:00PM at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 424 Center Street, Bethlehem.  Meetings are open to GLBT youth ages 14 – 20, their Allies & 
those Questioning.  For more info call 610-868-2153 or visit www.uuclvpa.org/haven.html or  
e-mail havenyouthgroup@hotmail.com or join http://groups.yahoo.com/group/havenyouthgroup/  
 
SPECTRUM MEETINGS  are held every Wednesday from 5:30 – 7:30PM at Planned Parenthood, 48 
South 4th Street, 2nd Floor, Reading (use the Franklin Street entrance).  Meetings offer positive role 
models, peer support, education and recreation for LGBTQA youth and their allies ages 14-18.  For 
more information, call Amber Hartman Brown at 610-376-0137 or e-mail amber.brown@ppfa.org. 
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READING-BERKS GAY/STRAIGHT STUDENT ALLIANCE MEETINGS are held the second 
Monday of each month from 4:30 – 6:00PM at Atonement Lutheran Church Parish Center, Penn Avenue 
& Wyomissing Blvd., Wyomissing (accessible by bus – BARTA route 14W).  Meetings are open to any 
interested students and educators and there is no cost to attend.  For additional information, questions or 
comments, e-mail RBGSSA@hotmail.com. 
 
OTHER PFLAG CHAPTER MEETINGS : 
CHESTER COUNTY MEETINGS are held the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7PM in the lower level 
of the Unitarian Fellowship Church, 501 S. High Street, West Chester (across from Burger King).  For more info 
call 484-354-2448 or e-mail Lynda895@aol.com.    
 
NEW!  The BUCKS COUNTY Chapter has been set up!  Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month 
starting at 7:30PM at Penns Park United Methodist Church, 2394 Second Street Pike, Penns Park.  For more info, 
call 215-598-8005 or e-mail BucksCountyPFLAG@yahoo.com. 
 
UPDATED LOCATION!   PHILADELPHIA MEETINGS  are usually held on the third Sunday of each month 
from 2:00-5:00 PM at the LGBT Center at the U of P, 3907 Spruce Street, Philadelphia.  For more info call the 
Helpline number 215-572-1833 or visit www.pflagphila.org. 
 
POTTSVILLE MEETINGS  are held the third Thursday of each month starting at 6:30PM at the Terrence 
Reiley Community Building, 216 N. 12th Street, Pottsville.  For more info call the Helpline number 570-624-
3151 or e-mail pflagpottsville@hotmail.com. 
 

2008 CALENDAR ALERT 
January 2008  February 2008 

 No Allentown Meeting  5 Allentown Meeting 

15 Reading Meeting  19 Reading Meeting 
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Your annual PFLAG dues are due January 1, 2008.  Dues are $35 per year for an individual, family or 
household which includes $15 for National PFLAG dues.  Your support pays for all the newsletters we 
send out and funds the many charitable activities we support such as Freedom to Marry, Pride in the 
Park, Reading Pride, HAVEN, SPECTRUM, etc.  We would appreciate your sending us your dues now 
and not months from now, so if you pay by January 31, 2008, your dues will be only $30.  If need be, 
you can get our newsletter postal mailed to you for $10 and not get any National membership.   

�
��      WHAT’S GOING ON     ��  

 
MCCLV MOVES – JANUARY 6, 2008 
As of January 6th, Metropolitan Community Church of the Lehigh Valley (MCCLV) will be located at 
930 N. 4th Street, Allentown (the Silkwerks building). 
 
READING PFLAG MEETING – JANUARY 15, 2008 
Presentation by Tom Sechrist, Educational Consultant - The Invisible Minority:  Dealing with 
Homophobia in Schools.  See info on page 1 regarding meeting time and location. 
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FREEDOM TO MARRY EVENTS – FEBRUARY 8 & 9, 2008 
Mark your calendar for the Freedom to Marry Events on February 8th and 9th.  PFLAG will again be a 
co-sponsor.  Friday February 8, 2008 will be the annual event at the Lehigh County Court House where 
same sex couples try to obtain marriage licenses and there will be a demonstration complete with signs.  
You can provide a warm car if you do not want to participate.  On Saturday evening, February 9, 2008 
there will be the annual Freedom to Marry event with blessing of same sex couples and hopefully a 
marriage ceremony or two.  By the way, if you have been waiting to pop the question now is the time 
and you and yours can be part of the ceremonies. 
Please contact MCCLV at 610-709-8800 or info@mcclv.org for more information about either of these 
events. 
Please contact PFLAG at 610-967-5219 or info@eastern-pa-pflag.org if you can volunteer at the 
Freedom to Marry worship service.  
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Please visit the libraries taking part in the PFLAG  Berks/Reading Alliance Diversity Project: �
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�  �         ITEMS OF INTEREST        �  �  
 

REMOVING 'King & King' WOULD BE JUST THE BEGINNING 
���&�<<+++�"#����#�"<��+�<#��'"�
���<��� ����% ���
 2
*�0��#�����0��*���#��'"� �
By Margie Peterson, December 6, 2007 
margaret.peterson@mcall.com 
Several years ago I was reading a children's book to my barely school-age sons when some graphic 
detail took me aback. 
''Then the king gave commands, and they brought the men who had accused Daniel, and they cast them 
into the den of lions, and their children and their wives as well.  And the lions broke all their bones into 
pieces,'' read the passage in ''The Children's Bible'' published by Golden Press. 
I should have remembered that the story of Daniel in the lion's den was a bit gory (the book had been 
mine as a child) but I assumed it would be toned down for a children's version. 
In other chapters of ''The Children's Bible'' were stories involving polygamy and fathers trading their 
daughters for labor (the story of Jacob, Leah and Rachel in Genesis), brothers killing brothers (Cain and 
Abel in Genesis), and parents loving one of their children more than the others (pick a chapter).  Those 
were just a few of the stories that might perplex a 5-year-old. 
Now, some people might say a book like that should be labeled for disturbing content, but I'm not one of 
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them.  It's standard issue parenthood to have to do some quick editing or mental fancy footwork to 
explain sticky subjects to your kids.  I was reminded of that when I read in last Thursday's Morning Call 
about a couple who asked the Lower Macungie Library to remove a book titled ''King & King'' from the 
library's children's collection.  The picture book is about a prince who has no interest in princesses but 
instead falls for the brother of a princess and marries him.  The library board turned down the couple's 
request and the township supervisors refused to overrule the board. 
I visited the library Monday to read ''King & King'' for myself.  It struck me as a funny, whimsical story 
without a whiff of sex -- gay or straight.  Even the kiss between the title characters is covered by a heart. 
Library director Kathee Rhode told me the book has been checked out 25 times in the two to three years 
since it was donated to the library, and this was the first complaint she's had.  Since The Morning Call 
story ran, she's had numerous calls and e-mails, and she says most were supportive of keeping the book. 
Some were from people who had gay parents or other gay family members and they appreciated that the 
library would offer books that reflected their families better than the old Snow White/Cinderella-type 
fairy tales. 
''I had a parent who came to my office yesterday with her 3-year-old and she had tears in her eyes and 
she was so grateful that the library stood up for parents to have the right to make those choices,'' Rhode 
said.  ''We provide a diverse collection and then you make the choice,'' she said.  ''Sometimes we have to 
stand tall and sometimes we take some hits and that's OK.'' 
There are more than a million kids living with same-sex parents, according to the 2000 U.S. Census.  So 
to me it makes sense to tell even young kids:  ''Not every family looks like ours.  There are different 
kinds of families.'' 
Some argue for segregating books with controversial content on a special shelf, but that gets tricky.  I'd 
argue ''The Children's Bible'' and ''King & King'' belong in the regular collection. 
 
NH, OREGON PREPARE TO RECOGNIZE GAY COUPLES 
By 365Gay.com Newscenter Staff, December 26, 2007  
(Concord, New Hampshire)  January 1 will usher in laws in states at opposite sides of the country that 
provide rights for same-sex couples.  In New Hampshire, dozens of gay and lesbian couples will herald 
the New Year by having civil unions.  A special mass civil union ceremony is planned for midnight 
January 1 on the Statehouse steps.  Other couples will have ceremonies in towns across the state. 
A new license was created for civil unions and became available at local clerk's offices in towns earlier 
this month.  New Hampshire is the fourth state to grant civil unions after New Jersey, Connecticut and 
Vermont.  Neighboring Massachusetts in 2004 became the only state to allow gay marriage.  
The law was passed earlier this year and signed into law in May by Gov. John Lynch.  Couples entering 
civil unions will have the same state rights, responsibilities and obligations as married couples.  Same-
sex unions from other states also would be recognized if they were legal in the state where they were 
performed.  New Hampshire officials are estimating 3,500 to 4,000 couples will get civil unions in 2008.  
That's roughly double the 1,704 unions performed in Vermont in 2000, the first year they were offered. 
 
In Oregon a state domestic partner registry will formally come into existence on January 1.  The law 
allows same-sex couples and opposite-sex couples unable to marry to form legally recognized 
partnerships.  Couples who register will be guaranteed the right to visit partners in hospital and make 
medical decisions, file joint state tax returns, and have joint health insurance plans or take sick leave to 
care for their partners.  The law was passed after a legal battle for gay marriage failed.  The issue of 
same-sex marriage in the state arose in March 2004 when Multnomah County began issuing marriage 
licenses to same-sex couples.  Soon after, the county was ordered to stop, but not before 3,000 marriage 
licenses had been granted.  The constitutional amendment, known as Measure 36, was passed that 
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November.  In 2005 the state Supreme Court ruled the amendment legal and efforts to enact the 
domestic partner registry began.  January 1 also will mark a second LGBT law coming into effect.  That 
measure will a bar discrimination against gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgender people in housing, 
employment, public accommodation, education and public services statewide. 
 
HRC’s 2008 BUYING FOR EQUALITY GUIDE 
Every day, you make decisions about whom to support in corporate America.  The Human Rights 
Campaign Foundation’s Buying for Equality can help you easily support companies that support equality 
for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender Americans.  Ratings in Buying for Equality are based on the 
Human Rights Campaign Foundation’s annual report card, the Corporate Equality Index.  A record 195 
companies scored 100 percent on this year’s report, which is a significant increase from the 138 
companies that earned a perfect score last year.  Every day, from enhanced domestic partner benefits to 
transgender inclusion in non-discrimination policies, we are seeing a revolution in the American 
workplace.  http://www.hrc.org/buyersguide/index.asp 
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PFLAG National will be awarding three $5000 scholarships three $2500 and up to ten $1000 
scholarships.  PFLAG National Scholarships are made possible by several generous donations:  The 
Palmer B. Carson Trust, which established the program, and The GLAD (Gay, Lesbian and Allies at 
Dow) Employee Network.  In addition, many individual donors have contributed to the fund.  
Before completing the application form, review the following eligibility requirements:  

 You are a graduating senior entering higher education for the first time in 2008 (if you graduated 
in 2007 and took a year off you are still eligible to apply.  

 Self identify as a gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender (GLBT) or an ally.  
 Demonstrate an interest in service to the GLBT community.  
 Have applied to an accredited higher education institution. 

In order to be considered for a scholarship you will need:  
Completed application form; One page essay; High school transcript; One reference; Completed release 
form.  ALL COMPLETED APPLICATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY MARCH 15 th.  
All application materials should be sent together in one packet to the National PFLAG office.  
You may submit your application and essay online.  After you submit you will receive a reference 
number, make sure that number appears on the cover of the packet containing the reference, transcripts 
and release form you send to PFLAG National.  
If you prefer, you may submit a hard copy of your application.  The online application contains links to 
all the printable forms. 
Please send all materials in one package to:  
Suzanne Greenfield, Safe Schools Coordinator 
PFLAG National 
1726 M Street, NW, Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20036-4521 
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The State of the Newsletter Address 
This edition of the Newsletter is a joint issue for December 2007 and January 2008.  The last Newsletter 
was a “Fall edition” covering the months September through November.  As you might have guessed, 
circumstances both personal and professional have made it such that I have not been able to compile the 
Newsletter on a monthly basis.  Even with the best of intentions, sometimes life gets in the way… 
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As of October 1, after months of uncertainty, the company I work for was bought and I now have a new 
employer.  It has been a stressful few months and integration activity means 2008 (and probably 
beyond) will be work hell.  I’ve been dubbed “a single point of failure” by my new bosses, meaning I 
am the only one that knows what I know and does what I do.  This was the case at my ‘old’ company 
too, so here’s hoping that the new company actually does something to fix this problem.  Putting a 
catchy phrase to it doesn’t change the fact that if I am hit by the proverbial bus or win the proverbial 
lottery (or get the real new job at a different company!), they are in the proverbial deep doo-doo.   
A lot of times, volunteers also end up being single points of failure in their organizations.  Too much 
work to do, not enough people or time to do it.  It’s what causes burnout.   
You don’t have to make it your career, but as you contemplate the New Year, consider ways in which 
you might volunteer with organizations such as PFLAG.  Have a safe and happy 2008!  
~ Kim 
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